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ANCIENT WRONG REDRESSED—letter from Carter Beverly. 

Dievomatio—despatch from the secretary of state to 
the American minister at London. _ 

Currency— report from the committee of the house of 
representatives on the exchequer scheme. . 

QuESTION OF PRIVILEGE-~conclusion of the debate on. 
CONGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS, 


CHROneye Sct 
~ IS-AGENTS. C. W. James and Tu. F. Easton 
are the only agents now authorised to collect for 
Niles’? National Register, in the states and territories 
north and west of, and including Ohio. 

We are indebted to Adjutant General Jones for a 
copy of the Army Register, from which we shall 
make valuable extracts, and will continue to keep 
the Register posted up upon army and navy topics as 
well as other national concerns. 


CONGRESS. House or Representatives. A 
report from Mr. Cushing chairman of the select com- 
mittee on the currency was presented on the 17th in- 
stant. Mr. Davis of Kentucky, of the same com- 
mittee presented onthe same day a counter report. 
Mr. Kennedy of Mgryland, of the same committee 
presented a report on the 2ist, and Mr. Barnard of- 
fered a bill as a substitute for that accompanying the 
report of Mr. Cushing on the 23d. 

The committee on foreign affairs is now reorgan- 
ized as will be seen by reference to the proceedings 
of the 18th on page 415. 

SENATE. 
a report by its chairman Mr¥Tallmadge of N. York 
on the 2ist, 














The hon. Lewis Wuiu1ams, representative. from 
N. Carolina, departed this life at Washington, om the 
23d, and his remains were interred yesterday in the 
national cemetery with all due honors. . 


Mr. W. entered congress, a representative from his 
native state in December, 1815, and continued such, 
by repeated ger to the day of his death, mak- 
ing an unbroken service of more than twenty-six 
years; a proof at once of his own fidelity to his trust 
and of the confidence of his constituents very rarely 
equalled in the history of our government. He had 
long been what is termed “the father of the house;” 
but notwithstanding that venerable title and. the 
length of service it implied, he had reached the age 
of only fifty-six years. A sincere Christian, he was 
a man of the strictest morals, and one of the most 
conscientious and unswerving public servants whom 
we have ever known. Such, indeed, were his merits, 
public and personal, and such his eminent value as 
representative, that we look upon his death as a se- 
rious loss to the whole country, as well as to his im- 
mediate constituents. [Nat. Int. 


Restanation or U. S. Senator. The hon. Hen- 
ry Clay is said to have sent to the governor of Ken- 
tucky his resignation to take effect on the 3)st March. 
It is supposed that Mr. Crittenden will succeed him. 








Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Paulding ‘were to leave 
town this morning on their journey southward.  Itis 
understood that before their return, they will visit 
General Jackson at the Hermitage. Mr. Van Buren 
's in excellent health and never looked better. 

[ Phil. Pennsylvanian. 

Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Paulding reached Balti- 
more on Thursday afternoon. from Philadelphia. 





y UxPRORING ExPepiTion.. The United States ship 
incennes was at St. Francisco, Upper California, 
On the 31st October, with the Porpoise, Flying Fish, 
a Pe hinge Mb wre to sail the nextday 
e Uni tes, via Manilla, ‘Singapore, and 
Cape of Good Hope. ' This. squadron. will probabl 
arrive home in meaty 7 , os ’ 


By the arrival ofa whale. shig ret haina 
Vou. XI—Sie. 26. nip st dighainn from 
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isco, where the Vincennes then was (Sept. , veral members, in passing in review the acts of the 
Hi Wo ear! neke plrticdlets of the loss of the Pea-' government, bestowed on them unqualified censure. 
cock. She was lost about mid-day, of the 11th of | Mr. L. Herbette o— with great animation against 
July, on the north bar of the f river, in’| the attacks-upon the press, and blamed, with much 
smooth water. Soon after the breakers began to | severity, the ho age 9 of the right of maritime 
form, and for half a mile round them the river was search, demanded by the British. government. 
one sheet of foam. The ship thumped heavily, and| Details have been received. Odessa of the 
they momentarily expected the spars would go by autumn campaign of the, Russians against the. Cir- 
the board, crush their boats, and thus cut off all cassians and of their defeat at Jatcha, where some 
chance of escape. By day-light the next morning, (500 were slain. It 1s believed that the Russians 
they were able to get out the boats, but lost two in have lost some 8,000 men, mostly by: disease. The 
the attempt. The water had then risen to her birth | Crimean hospitals are filled with; the sick. _This.is 
deck. e passage to the shore was perilous in the the division under General Aurepp, and. it is said 
extreme, but through the coolness and skill of the that Gen. Zast has not been mre, te, >, 
Officers it was effected without the loss of life. Pur-| La Presse of the 6th has a letter’ from Vienna, 
ser Speiden saved his books and papers, and the na-| which says that the three gréat powers, En 
turalists their journals. A few hours afterwards no | Russia and France, which have’ stipulated the inde- 
trace of the ill-fated ship was to be seen. Captain | pendence of Greece, are seriously giving their-at- 
Wilkes, in the Porpoise, with the Flying Fish, were | tention to the difference between that country and 
employed in surveying the Columbia. The Vincen- | the Sublime Porte, and that they have applied to the 
nes was employed at St. Francisco, and _a party had cabinets at Berlin and Vienna for their co-operation. 
been exploring the Rio Sacramento. The brig Tho- Baron Rothschild has been seized with sudden and 
mas Perkins was employed by capt. Wilkes, and it dangerous illness. The operations on the bourse 
was supposed that she would touch here, to land the | were seriously affected by this. 


supernumeraries. A London morning paper, the Morning Herald, 
: ‘mentions a current report that the British govern- 

U. S. Bank. The adjourned general meeting of | ment has resolved to establish a liné of steam com- 
the stockholders of the U. S. bank was held at the | munication between the Pacific coast of South Ame- 
banking house in Philadelphia on the 21st inst. Hen-| rica and New. Zealand, and ‘the Australian colonies. 
ry C. Corbet esq. presided, and Joseph R. Chandler ft is added, that the authorities of Panama have in- 
officiated as secretary. : vited an engineer to survey a line of rail road across 
Charles Gibbons, esq. offered the following resolu-| the Isthmus, and are most desirous that the line 
tion: should be executed by an English company to which 


Resolved, That the assignments made by the presi-' they are prepared to grant extensive privileges. 
dent and directors of the bank of the United States, The Observateur of. Brussels says: “The ill hu- 


on the 7th of June, and 4th and 6th of September, mor of the king of Prussia towards Holland contin- 
1841, were made in pursuance of authority vested in | & S s . 
them, were for the best interests of the bank, and are |UCs: The Prussian monarch, going to London, will 


‘not pass through Holland, the king of which country 
heroby ratified and confirmed 'b hey vohe tott 90 4 to iS his near relation, but through Belgium. ‘The 


| Leipsic Gazette says that his majesty will visit Edio- 
burgh, and the Highlands of Scotland. 
M. de Kisseloff, the Russian charge de affaires, 














| ‘This resolution was adopted 
| 129. 
| Josiah Randall, esq. then offered a Fa sansa 4 
| Resolved, That it is expedient for the bank of the’ ,. ; inlomatie . ; 
United States to make a general assignment of the ee veechaag.” diplomatic corps to the king, on 
| Feal and'personal ‘estate,’ goods, chattels, Hghts and | At four o’clock, on the Ist. instant, says the Ga- 
| credits, whatsoever and wheresoever, of the said cor- | zette de France, M. de Kisseloff entered the circle 
ration, to five persons, for the’payment or secur-| (rth. Rue de Grammont, and, on being asked how 
ing the debts of the said bank of the United States, he. was, réplied, “Je suis fndispbse par ordre.” 
agreeably to the provisions of the acts of assembly of The Dike de Bordéux 1 te pass the winter at 
this commonwealth respectively passed the 4th and Vienna: £1 
Sth days of May, 1841. nai tion to ad- |. Lhe government of the Swiss canton of Tessino, 
woe ous kesolution was‘peniling; stnotion to'ed- | imitating that of Argau, has just repressed a convent 
journ was made ~ 4g on division it resulted as follows: of Cordeliers. 
ayes 178, noes 119. Llp “The king,” says the Debats, “has commuted ‘the 
7 Bah nema Sa = fences eae eat sehen je. ds doa int transportation, and 
er the above meeting w issolved, a ne prt ; ~ Bat 
was organized, and it was decided’'to’ call ‘another against Columbier and Brazier into hard labor at the 


re ; ” ; 
meeting of the stockholders on second Monday in , hulks, for life. ngé, Jan’; two 'oSlodk_Five per 


; aoe | Stock excha 
+ gem eras then as provided by ‘the: provisions of | ° i. opened at 117 fr. 40; three at ‘78 fr. 50c, © 
Mr. Jaupon. We learn from the Philadelphia |... Eapartero, the reg Reg has positively re- 
Tandon yar yh hag ¥ higuce gee Beale hii Er fused to accede to the pretensions of the French am- 
habeas corpus touching the affairs of the United Wnt gt #19 Liang ga ig: Sg 
over ge the ‘ey beyprendes Pees iy Sootene jnal des Debats thinks that this. misunderstanding, on 
ase Tor Bonding WAC Case Wo the preed Puy; a question of mere etiquette, will inevitably lead to 
c ws og war between Srenee and ie in. Bo aa ttle 
TT 3 ‘By. royal decree of the 9th December, 184 e 
antennae sie buildings, that were used as monasteries or convents 
GREAT BRITAIN. of the suppressed religious communities of both 
By the Burgundy, at New York, from Havre, pa- | Sexes, are directed to be sold, to be paid for in cou- 
pers have been received from London to the 5th inst. pons for interest overdue.gn the consolidated debt, 
and from Paris to the 7th inst. ‘The India mail ar- without any difference between the foreign and in- 
rived at’ Paris on the 6th, with no later news from | ternal, “for their full nominal value;” and a projeet 
China than has been received here. F of a law will be brenght forward ini the Cortes to 
The Conway, from China, entered the sound on the | give effect to the heads of a decree, dated the 21st of 
26th of December. Her destination was Ports-}January last, for the sale and payment of the proper- 
mouth. ‘She had on board two millions of dollars, | ties of the secular clergy... The whole of their pro- 
and some invalids from the squadron’ in the China /perty has been valued at 2,900,000,000 reals de Vel- 


seas. | lon, equal to about £21,230;000,.but at public sales 
FRANCE: . 0! these properties, it is expected, will fetch at least 
On the 3d of January, the membersof» the cham- |3,000,000,000, equal to. £31,875,000. , 
bers of deputies assembled for the « of-elect-| Havawa. The New Orleans Bulletin acknow- 
ing the committee to draw up the address in answer | ledges the receipt of Havana dates tothe 3d. inst. 
to the speech from the throne. : Go-tliis oecasion | here had been two important arrivals, which 
}there was a discussion on theforeign anddomiestic | caused no little sensation in the Emporium of Cua, 




















were at- | viz:—President Bustamente, in hisisecond exile from 
tacked for the convention of: Jaby; for.its polidy as | Mexico; and Mad’ lle, Fanny: Eissler,.the danseuse, 
regards Spain, forthe reduction of the:.ndvy, andse-' from Philadelphia, 9/05 ow doidw * : 
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Tanirr. The new 
2d inst. leview th 
payable in gold or-silver: 

On flour, 1 dollarper barrel;.corn and corn meal, 
20 cents per bushel; oats, 15 cents per bushel; other 
grains, 
pound; tallow candles, 4 cents; Jard, 3 cents; butter, 


whiskey! 254 Thesn Herpallck caveokdine io proot 














,! s per thousand; beef in bar- 
Sidollars. per 200 pounds; pork, 3 
peasand beans, 50 cents per bush- 






el; c ‘wares and all other manufactures of wood, | 
all manufactures of tin, ready made, clothing, chairs 
and sa “30° per cent. ad valorem; hats, shoes 
and boots of all lkdnds) 25 per cent.; pleasure carria- 


ges and. — ye pnt 35 per cent.; bagging, 
vale and twine, cent. 


The New Orleans Picayune has the followtng let- 
ter from Mr. Lumsden, one of its editors, now in the 
city of Mexico, Janudry 25, 1842. : ) 

news!—Mr. Mayer secretary of legation to 
the American minister, Meazenboulied at my room 
and informed me. Combs is liberated! Santa 
Ana this morming. sent, for. him, and gave him his 
liberty, quite unexpectedly to every body here. He 
was ucted tothe minister’s apartments and plac- 
ed under his protection, by Santa Ana’s orders, and 
in his own carriage. 

The other prisoners are yet in chains, and are all 
made to work in the streets. 

Iam greatly in hope that when Mr. Kendall ar- 
rives, which must certainly be in a few days, he will 
also be released. I look upon the liberation of Comhs 
as a favorable omen. 

The barque Ann Louisa, at New York, brings 
Vera Cruz dates to the 30th ultimo. 

The United States revenue cutter Jackson, Capt. 
Day, arrived at Vera Cruz on the 23d January from 
New Orleans, and landed Mr. McRea, bearer of des- 
patches from the government of the United States, 
to Mr. Ellis our minister at Mexico. On the 30th she 
sailed again for New Orleans. 


TEXAS. 

Galveston dates to the 5th inst. have been received 
at New Orleans. 

The Galveston Civilian of the Ist says:—A letter 
has been received from on board the ship Austin, at 
Sisal, dated January 18th, stating that Commodore 
Moore had gone to Merida, and while there the lieu- 
tenant in command of the ship became acquainted 
with the fact of the reunion of Yucatan with the 
central government.. Apprehensive that Commodore 
Moore might be detained as a prisoner, he seized the 
Mexican commissioners as they were returning, and 
getermined to detain them as hostages, until the ar- 

ival of the commodore. He however shortly after 
received a letter from him (Com. M.) stating that he 
would return to the ship.in a day or two, and order- 
ed the release of the commissioners, among whom, 
on the part of Santa Ana, were Gens. Lamos and 
Anaya, hitherto papanes to be the most honest men 
among the federalis 

Accounts from Austin were up to the 28th ult.— 
Congress was to have adjourned on the 31st, but it was 

posed that the express.sent by Gen. Hamilton ar- 
rived previous.to that time, and caused a postpone- 
ment of the day, as the general and Belgian minis- 
ter are said to have had important pecuniary offers 
to make to that body in behalf of the Belgian govern- 

nt. 
” Sawin AND Loss OF LiFe. The New Orleans 
Bulletin of the 12th ultimo, says: We were informed 
by an officer of the Texian navy, that the crew of 
the Texas schooner-of-war San Ar 
off Slaughter House Point), mutinied—killed the se- 
cond lieutenant, Mr. C. F. Fuller, wounded ‘two mid- 
shipmen, Messers. Allen and Odle—seized cutlasses 
and pistols, and left the vessel. The sailing master 
escaped by jumping overboard. Some of the muti- 
neers haye since been taken. 
NE ST 

AN ANCIENT WRONG REDRESSED. 





A remarkable, and certainly decisive statement as 
to a very memorable political acousation, has been 

aced in our hands. [ts publication seems clearly 
aie not only to the eminent man whom it greatly in- 
jured, but to the country at large, still possessed, in 
many quarters, With a behef that the churge in ques- 
tion was well grounded, and had been substantiated. 
The letter which we subjoin must forever disabuse 


all men of any such» impression, and vindicate the, 


injured, beyond ali further possibility of doubt. 

The lapse of fifteen or sixteen years has, of course, 
feftapon mbstimens minds the vaguely unfavorable 
conclusions of which we have just spoken, rather 


cents per bushel; brown sugar, 1 cent per 3: 
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recurred to, the 
at the time, by } 
. 162. it is 


2,p-1 a brief history of the case, and pre=" 
sents the .7 a hades 


nh facts‘and proofs. «© T2aK 2 
[ Washington Independent. 


RS «ty hae .#@28D0M we tees: 


POLITICS....As it is probable that interesting 


litical events will grow out of the matters stated be- 
low, we give them an insertion, at this time, and 


without comment as tothefacts.set forth, 
The Fayetteville (N. C.) Observer published the 
following letter, said to. be written by a highly re- 


spectable Virginian, then in Tennessee: npr 
sada ‘Nashville, 8th March, 1827.’ 
‘Thave just returned from General Jackson’s. [ 
found a.crowd of company with him; seven Virgini- 
ans were. of the number. He gave me a most friend- 
ly reception and urged me to stay some days longer 
with him, .He told me this morning, before all his 
company, in reply to a question I put to him concern- 
ing the election of J. Q. Adams to the presidency, 
that Mr. Clay’s friends made a proposition to his 
friends, that if they would promise, for him, not to put 
Mr. Adams into the seat of secretary of state, Cla 
and his friends would, in one hour, make him, Jack- 
son, the president. He most indignantly rejected the 
proposition, and declared he would not compromit 
imself; and, unless most openly and fairly made the 
presents by congress, he would never receive it.— 
e declared that he said to them, he would see the 
whole earth sink under him, before he would bargain 

or intrigue for it.” 


A correspondent of the Democratic Press, under 
date of Washington, 18th April, 1827, having quoted 
the preceding letter, says— 

“After reading this extraordinary declaration of 
General Jackson, ‘before all his company,’ I called on 
Mr. Clay and inquired if he knew any thing about it. 
He replied without hesitation, and with his accustom- 
ed frankness, that the statement. that his friends had 
made-such a proposition as the letter describes, to the 
friends of General Jackson, was, as far as he knew 
or believed, utterly destitute of foundation; that he 
was unwilling to believe that General Jackson had 
made any such statement; but that no matter with 
whom it had originated, he was fully persuaded it 
was a gross fabrication, of the same calumnious cha- 
racter with the Kremer story, put forth forthe double 
purpose of injuring his public character, and prop- 
ping the cause-of General Jackson; and that, for him- 
self and his friends, he perjep the substantiation of the 
charge before any fair tribunal whatever.” 

{The writer goes on and offers arguments why the 
declaration ascribed to General Jackson could not be 
true; but we shall not copy them just now}... 

The ‘“‘Washington. Telegraph” of the 26th ult, as- 
serts that the editor, Mr. Green, in March, 1825, 
heard General Jackson make the same statement as 
is contained in the Jetter published in the Fayetteville 
Observer. . 

The ‘‘National,, Journal” of the 28th, speaking of 
the ‘‘Fayetteville letter” and Mr. Green’s endorse- 
ment of its veracity, says— r 

‘tHe (General Jackson) now stands before the na- 
tion as the direct public accuser of ‘Mr. Clayand his 
friends,” and, by inference, of Mr. 4damsalso., .The 
accusation. has been deliberately denied. And if 
Gen. Jackson should not sustain it by competent and 
credible proof, the American public will not be fe- 








strained by the grateful respect which they have 
hitherto cherished for him, from characterizing the 
charge as, in that event, it will deserve to be consi- 


ntonio, a lying ' dered.” 


So things stand at present—and their conditiomhas 
been rendered such that, we suppose, they cannot 
well stop where they are. If these deciarations have 
been made by Gen. Jackson, he will not suffer them 
to remain impeached, but come forward and sustain 
them—if, on the other hand, he has been misrepre- 
sented or misundérstood, he, doubtless will say so. It 
would seem to us that the affair has reached a point 
whereat one or the other is due to the public intelli- 
genee'and public reason. 


Letter from Beverly Carter to Mr. Clay. 
Virginia; Middlesex county, Urbana, 8th Feb. 1842, 
Dear sin: It will be no doubt a matter of some 

astonishment to you, in receiving from me the pre- 
sent address.» | will not preface:it with any’ kind of 
apology, because in doing it, I justify my mind in the 
discharge of an act of conscience and a duty, that I 
feel the utmost pleasure in performing. vw 
Altiiough the time is quite far gone since | became 


INGE in his Wten. * fe vol. |r 


Y}you, a gentleman with whom 


ee 


rand my own feelings 


Mer sete g ay Rea a 

- Da ner as'a’ pablic mian, Iifeel eXceédingly des; 
all | si | themselyes )whichew cr allned an monger 9 relieve “yon, a® fi from th ll 
[prov . To Rive em in oir owh mind, we he P, 2 o ca rom the slander, 


my 0 N the sévere compunctioy 
at is within me, of haying been, though neither qj- 
rectly or indireetly, your personal accuset; yet, that 
‘I was drawn indiscreetly into the representation of 
pam attack upon you. 
|. Itis -altogether unnecessary to enter into the mi- 
nute: circumstances, at so distant.a period, of how 
pit happened and the particulars.of it all..The pub- 
lic were at the time suicignily informed why, and 
wherefore, I became the relater of the assaulis, to 
which I specially allude. , 
I did not solicit the account that gave the gross 
abominable scandal of you, but merely asked if it 
‘was, or could possibly be true; I had Jong before 
heard of it,and was at the seat of government, 
when it was represented to have occurred. The rea- 
son of my having mentioned it, upon which the an- 
swer was given to me, was that.J thought it an infi- 
nite scandal, upon the country if true; and if not 
true, it would Rite you a fair opportunity of excul- 
pating yourself. I had therefore, two objects in 
view, which are easily seen; and, from either or both, 
I conceive that I ought to be exonerated, at least 
from any design to do you injustice. Imagine your- 
self what motives I could possibly haye had to injure 
Phad no difference, 
with whom I had been variously acquainted, and tho’ 
never intimately so, yet there was always an urbani- 
ty and an interchange of civilities between us, that 
never failed to make quite a favorable impression 
upon me, and if it was not reciprocal, it was my mis- 
fortune. To strew difficulty in your way with de- 
sign, was utterly improbable at least. You, a distin- 
guished man in the eyes of the nation, what advan- 
tage could I have expected from a derision of you? 
Surely it was very improbable. I most assuredly 
and most certainly never entertained the smallest 
prejudice or unfavorable idea of you, until the af- 
fair of the Fayetteville letter, that appeared under 
my signature; upon which, was founded,.1 am quite 
sorry to say, the charge which galloped through the 
union against you. 


Your memorable pamphlet, and some letters that 
came out in your defence, were entirely expressive of 
the whole transaction; and although I thought at the 
time, that you had not properly conecived me, I stu- 
diously forebore to say more than had been express- 
ed in my correspondence at Wheeling, which Mr. 
Noah gave. 


My entire object now is, a desire I have to be ex- 
onerated from the belief of any speciai desiga to in- 
jure you; for I again declare, that I never felt the 
smahlest degree of unkindness towards you, other 
than what was at the time, impressed upon me, by 
what had been communicated. I have never since 
the affair, fallen in company with you but once; and 
that was for a moment only, and it took place in the 
hallof ‘the house of representatives, when a ballot — 
was going on, for a publie printer—I was standing | 


United States, when you passed on at my back, and | 
without perceiving who I was, before you got up to 
us, you asked, how the ballot had gone; Mr. Branch 
had not attended to it, and I had just taken it down 
with a pencil—I handed to you the paper, and after 
looking at it, you returned it, bowed, and passed on. 
Mr. Branch then asked me, if that was the first time 
you and I had met since the affair of the Fayetteville | 
letter—I said yes; the matter then vanished, and! — 
have never met with you since. 


This letter is intended to show you that the long 
lapse of time, and the many growing circumstances 
of the country and government, have leng ago con- 
vinced me that the very greatest injustice was done 
you in the charge made... I had, too, an opportunity 
lately of reading oyer very calmly and dispassion- | 
ately a file of newspapers containing the whole affair, | 
and carefully dilated upon it. Mr. Buchanan, who | 
was represented tobe your aceuser, exhibited 1° © 
proof whatever against you; and he even denied 7 
having ever made the charge upon you. Ihave dis- © 
charged my mind in addressing myself so fully to you. © 
and can only add that, if a publication of this letter © 
ean render you any essential service, (though I do not 
deserve it), you have full liberty from me to let the | 
public see it. 


One circumstance, I beg to assure you of, tha! | 
whatever my verbal and written expressions of yo! 
were, (and I sup I-must have given much scope 
té-both, though I recollect, now, nothing of what ! | 
did say), | again say that I am most thoroughly co" 
vinced that you were most’ untrathfully, and there | 
fore, unjustly treated, for Lhave never seen any ¢’" 





veryinnocently instrumental in eirculating through- 


,out the country a very great attack wpon your char- 


acter and virtue as a gentieman,)and certainly a yery 


dence to substantiate at all the charge. il 

Before I'take final leave of you, (as it may be, 4° | 
very likely will be, the lasttime that any intercour 
| will take place beiwcen uis)/I' must ‘be allowed 


alongside of Governor Branch, then a senator of the | 
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steai re observations, tho Iam quite sensi- 
that = — has already exceed th er li- 
pee vet hazard, with a gentleman of liberality, no- 


hing, I am sure, in asking a little further indulgence. 
Fa fia teat per of the fiatidd, and the peculiar state 
of things, it is presumable that you are to be the whig 
eandidate for bs eu gt of president of the 

ites. You havé, f am ‘sure, too high re- 


spect ou have too much vene- 


or publie o inion, as 1a Oo 
ration for the high dignity of that situation, to be neg- 
oon gigas ke D etdys 


The greatest objection that has been yet started 
against you for that high post, Tam concerned to say, 
hinges upon the old a air—which has, been. the sub- 
ject of this letter; and, I am.sure, as far as I bore 
any influence, or the representation I made against 
you, I sincere will be. perfectly removed by 
what Ihave already expressed to you. Ww a 
great many most respectable, independent, _high- 
minded politicians of the country, now extending to 
a great distance in the union, that would have sup- 
ported.you through che thickest vapour that has hi- 
therto cast.a blind upon the nation, but for the cir- 
cumstances referred to. It can surely be now no 
longer a-matter of doubt upon their minds; for he 
who was generally believed to be the circulator of 
the ious slander against you, hereby revokes his 
belief of .it, and unequivocally declares that it.is un- 
proved, and stands utterly Na gPOReT to. this time 
a period of 15 or 16 years... But, like all spirited 
malevolence, it will be still said by some, that, even 
in this explanation 1 have given you of the part I 
bore in it, there is an understanding between us, and 
that it is all designed for political effect. You and 
I can most readily meet the charge,I am sure. I 
have had no intercourse or interview (as is expressed 
in my letter) with you for at least ten or eleven 
years—and there has been no sort of interchange be- 
tween us. % 


But you and I have become old enough to expect 
allsuch matters to arrive, and are. therefore pre- 
ared, I dare say, for. the coming of them. Then, 
et it be so—I am sure we shall neither of us re- 
gard it. 

I sincerely wish you health and happiness, and re- 
main, dear sir, most respectfully, your obd’t serv’t, 

CARTER BEVERLY. 
To the hon. Henry Cray, 





DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 





MR. WEBSTER TO MR. EVERETT. 


Departinent of state, Jan. 29th, 1842. 
Edward Everett, esq. &c. &c. 
Sin: I regret to be obliged to acquaint you witha 


very serious occurrence, which recently took place | P® 


in a portof one of the Bahaina islands. 

It appears that the bring ‘‘Creole,” of Richmond, 
Virginia, Insor, master, bound to New Orieans, sailed 
from Hampton Roads on. the 27th of October last, 
with a cargo of merchandise, principally tobacco, 
and slaves, (about 135 in number); that on the even- 
ing of the 7th of November some of the slaves rose 
upon the crew of the vessel, murdered. a passenger, 
named Hewell, who owned some of the negroes, 
wounded the captain dangerously, and the first. mate 
and two of the crew severely; that the slaves soon 
obtained complete possession of the brig, which un- 
der their direction was taken into the port of Nassau, 
in the island of New Providence, where she arrived 
on the morning of the 9th of the same month; that 
at the request of the American consul in that place 
the governor ordered a guard on board, to prevent 

escape of the mutineers, and with a view to. an 
investigation of the circumstances of the case, that 
such investigation was accordingly made by. two 
British. magistrates, and that an examination also 
took place by the consul; that on the report of the 
magistrates, nineteen of the slaves were imprisoned 
by the local authorities as having been concerned in 
the mutiny and murder, and their surrender to the 
consul, to be sent to the United States for trial for 
these ‘crimes, was refused, on the ground that the 
governor wished first,to communicate with the go- 
vernment in England on the subject; that through the 






one port of the United States to anot er, 









in a voyage 
perfectly lawful, with merchandise on board, and 
also with slaves, or persons bound to service, natives 
of America, and belonging to American citizens, and 
which are ised as property by the constitution of 
the United States in those states in which slavery ex- 
ists. In the course of the voyage some of the slaves 
rosé upon the master and’crew, subdued’ them, mur- 
dered oe man, and caused the vessel to “be carried 
into Nassau. The vessel was thus'taken toa British 
port, not pices obi | by those’ who had the lawfab 
authority over ber, but foreibly and violently, against 
the master’s will, and with the consent of nobody but 
the mutineers and murderers: for there is noevidence | 
that these outrages were committed with the coneur+ 

rence of any of the slaves, except those actually en- 
gaged in them. Under these cireumstances, it would 
seem to have been the plain and obvious duty of the 

authorities at Nassau, the port of a friendly power, 

to assist the American consul in putting an end to 

the captivity of the master and crew, restoring to 

them the control of the vessel, and enabling them to 

resume their voyage, and to take the mutineers and 

murderers to their own country to answer for their 

crimes before the proper tribunal. One cannot con 

ceive how any other course could justly be~adopted, 

or how the duties imposed by that part of the code 

regulating the intercourse of friendly states, which 
is generally called the comity of nations, could other- 
wise be fulfilled: Here was no violation of British 
law attempted to intended on the part of the master 
of the ‘Creole, nor any infringement of the principles 
of the law of nations. The vessel was lawfully en- 
gaged in _— from port to port, in the United 
States. y violence and crime she was -carried, 
against the master’s will, out of her course, into the 
port of a friendly power. All was ‘the, result of 
force. Certainly, ordinary comity, and) hospitality 
entitled him to such assistance from ‘the authorities 
of the — as should enable him to resume and pro- 
secute his voyage and bring the offenders to justice. 

But, instead of this, if the facts be as represented in 

these papers, not only did the authorities give no aid 

for any such purpose, but they did actually interfere 
to set free the slaves, and to enable them to disperse 
themselves beyond the reach of the master of the 
vessel or their owners. A proceeding hke this can- 
not but cause deep feeling in the United States. It 
has heen my purpose to write you at length upon this 
subject, in order that you might lay betore the go- 
vernment of her majesty fully, and without reserve, 
the views entertained upon it by that of the United 
States, and the grounds on which those views are 
taken. But the early return of the packet precludes 
the opportunity of going thus into the case. in this 
despatch; and as Lord Ashburton may shortly be ex- 
cted here, it may be better to enter fully into it 
with him, if his powers shall be. broad enough to 
embrace it. Some knowledge of the case will have 
reached England before his departure, and very pro- 
bably his government may have given him instruc- 
tions. But I request, nevertheless, that you lose no 
time in calling Lord Aberdeen’s attention to it in a 
general manner, and giving him a pargative of the 
transaction, such as may be framed from the papers 
now communicated, with a distinct declaration that if 
the facts turn out as stated, this government think it 
a clear case for indemnification. 


You will see that in his letter of the: 7th January, 
1837, to Mr. Stevenson, respecting the claim for com- 
pensation in the cases of the “Comet,” **Encomium,” 
and “Enterprise,” Lord Palmerston says that ‘his 
majesty’s government is of opinion that the rule by 
which these claims should be decided, is, that those 
claimants must be considered entitled to compensa- 
tion who were lawfully in possession of their slaves 
within the British territory, and who were disturbed 
in their legal possession of those slaves by functionar 
ries of the British government.” This admission is 
broad enough to cover the case of ‘the Creole, if its 
circumstances are correctly stated. But it does not 
extend to what we consider the true doctrine; ac- 
cording to the laws and usages of nations; and, there- 
fore, cannot be acquiesced jn as the exactly correct 
general rule. It appears to this government that not 
only is no unfriendly interference by the loeal autho- 








interference of the colonial authorities, and even be- 
fore the military guard was removed, the greater’ 
number of the remaining slaves were liberated, and 
encouraged to go beyond the power of the master of 
the vesse], or the American consul, by proéeedings 
which neither of them could éontrol. “'TWis ‘is the 
substance of tlie case, as stated in two protests, one 
made at Nassau and one at New Orleans, and the 
consul’s letters, together with sundry depositions taken 
by. him, copies of all which papers ard herewith trans- 
mitted. - , 

The British government cannot but see that this 
case, us presented in these’ papers, is one calling 


rities to be allowed, but that aid and suceorshould be 
extended in these, as in other cases which may arise, 
affecting the interests of citizens of friendly states: 

We know no ground on which it is just to say that 
these colored people had come within, and were with- 
in, British territory, in such sense as that the laws 
of England affecting and regulating the conditions of 
persons could prperiy act'upon them. As has been 
already said, they were not 'thefe voluntarily; no hu- 
man being belonging to the vessei was within British 
territory of his own accord, except the mutineers.— 
There bdeitig Ho importation, nor intent of importa- 
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sons ei nokta? These persons might be slaves “for 
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life; they might be slaves for aterm of years, under 


a system of apprenticeship; they might be bound to 
service by thelr own voluntary is bey might be in 


confinement for crimes ; they might be 
prisoners of war; or they might be free. How could 
the British authorities look into and decide any of 
these questions? Or, indeed; what,duty or power, 
according to the principles of pational.intercourse, 
had they to inquire at all? If, indeed, without,un- 
friendly interference, and notwithstanding the fulfil- 
ment ofiall their duties of comity and. assistance, by 
these authorities, the master of the vessel could not 
retain the persons, nor prevent: their escape, then it 
would be a different oo altogether, whether re- 
sort could -be'had to British tribunals, or the power 
of the-government in any of its branches, to compel 
their apprehension and restoration. No one com- 
plains that English law shal! decide the condition of 
all persons actually incerporatéd with: British nape 
lation, unless there be treaty sti ion making other 
provision for special cases.’ But .in) the case of the 
“Creole” the colored persons wererstill on. board an 
American vessel, that vessel been forcibly put 
out of the course of her voyage by mutiny; the mas- 
ter desiring still to resume ityand calling upon the 
consul of his government resident at the place and 
upon the local authorities to enable him so to do, by 
freeing him from the imprisonment to which mutiny 
and murder had subjected him;/and: furnishing him 
with such necessary aid and. assistance as are usual 
in ordinary cases of disaster at sea, . These persons, 
then, cannot be regarded as being mixed with the 
British people, or as having changed their character 
at all, either in regard to country or personal condi- 
tion. It was no more than just to consider the ves- 
sel as still on her voyage, and entitled to the succor 
due to other cases of distress, whether arising from 
accident or outrage, And that no other view of the 
subject can be true is evident from the very awk- 
ward position in which the local authorities have 
placed their government in to the mutineers 
still held in imprisonment. What is to be done with 
them? How are they to be punished? The English 
government wall probably not undertake their trial or 
punishment; and of what use-would it be to send 
them to the United States, separated’ from their ship, 
and at a period so late as that, if they should be sent, 
before proceedings could be) instituted inst them 
the witnesses might be scattered over half the globe. 
One of the highest offences known to human law is 
thus likely to go altegether unpunished. 


In the note of Lord Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson, 
above referred to, his lordship said “that, slave: ; te- 
ing now abolished throughout the British empire, 
there can be no well-fou claim for compensation 
in respect of slaves who, under ‘any circumstances, 
may come into the British colonies, any more than 
there would be with respect to slaves who might be 
brought into the kingdom.” Ihave only to remark 
upon this that the government of the United States 
sees no ground for any distinetion*founded on an al 
teration of British law in the colonies. We do not 
consider that the question depends at all on the state 
of British law: It is not that in such cases the active 
agency of British law is invoked and refused; it is, 
that unfriendly interference is deprecated, and those 
good offices and friendly assistanees expected which 
a government usually affords to citizens of a friendly 
power when instances oecur of disaster and distress. 
All that the United States iré, in these cases, 
they would expect in the ports of England, as well as 
in those of her colonies. Surely,the influence of lo- 
cal law cannot affect the relations of nations in any 
such matter as this. Suppose an American vessel, 
with slaves lawfully on board, were to be captured by 
a British cruiser, as belonging ‘to some belligerent, 
while the United States were at 3; Suppose such 
prize carried into England, and the neutrality of the 
vessel fully made out in the proceedings in admiral- 
ty, and a restoration consequently. decreed—in such 
case, must not the slaves be, restored exactly in the 
condition in which they were when the capture was 
made? Would any one contend that the fact of their 
having been carried into Englapd by force set them 
free? 

No alteration of her own loca) laws can either in- 
crease or diminish, or any way affect, the duty of the 
English government and its colonial authorities in 
such cases, as such duty exists according to the law, 
the comity, and the usages of nations. The persons 
on board the “‘Creale” could only have been regard- 
ed as Americans passing from ane part of the United 
‘States to another, within the reach of British autho- 
rity only for the moment, and this only by force and 
vidlence. - To-seek to give either to persons or pro- 
perty thus brought within reach an English charac- 
ter, or to impart to either, privileges, or to 








loudly for redress. ‘The “Creole” was passing from 


tion, what right had the British authorities to inquire 
into the cargo of the vessel, of the condition of” per- 


subject either to English burdens.or liabilities, can- 
not, in the opinion of the government of the United 
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States; be justified. «Suppose tha by: the law of) United: States, containing. resolutions unanimously 
Bnglend ail blacks were slaves; and meapable ofiany-| ddopted:by that body respecting those cases... ‘These, 
other condition: if ms-of that: color, feee iniithe tesolutions, Lbelieve, have already. been. at tO, 
forts rodste sat Sed age teoes tpl sie erecta See ee) 
to: ‘| be: 
a British} be well that, the ,resolutions themselves and 










there detained for an hour'or a day, would it be rea+ 
sonable that British authority should:be made to act 
upon their condition, and'to make them slaves? Or 


stress of: , or by mutiny of: the 
ofthe United ‘would it be 
sonable: that such cargo should re+ 
its character American law,and be thrown 
overboard and royed by thé American authori- 
ak, is A rm rm is ween 
wer these suggestions’ by appealing to general prin- 
ciples of humanity: “This ‘is “in regard to 
which nations be permitted to act upon different 
views, if they entertain different views, under their 
actually exi condition, ‘and yet hold commercial 
intereourse with one another, or hot hold any such 
intercourse at/all. Itumay be added, that all attempts 
by the government of: nation to force the influ- 
es proche laws te wet of a for any object 
wha vgenerely at their own purposes, 
producing «lissatisfaction, resentment and nrag te 
tion. Better is it, far better in ail respects, that each 
nation should be left-without mterference or annoy- 
ance, direct ox indirect, to its undoubted right of ex- 
ercising its own tin regard to all things be- 
longing to its domestic interests and domestic duties. 
ere are two general considerations, of the high- 
est practical importance, to which you will, in the 
proper manner, invite the attention of her majesty’s 
government. (© 0 *: | 

The first is, that, as civilization has made progress 
in the world; the intercourse of nations has become 
more and more nt of different forms of go- 
vernment and: different systems of law and religion. 
It is not nowyasit’ was’in ancient times, that every 
foreigner is considered as therefore an enemy; and 
that, as soon:as he comes into the country, he may 
be lawfully treated as a'stave; nor is the modern in- 
tercourse of states carried on mainly, or at all, for 
the purpose of imposing, by one nation on another, 
new forms of civil. government, new. rules of pro- 
perty, or new modesof domestic regulation. , The 
great communities,of the, world are regarded as 
wholly independent,each entitled to maintain. its 
own system of Jaw and government, while all, in 
their mutual intercourse, are understood to. submit to 
the established .rules and principles governing such 
intercourse. And.the perfecting of this system of 
communication among nations requires the strictest 
application of the. doctrine of non-intervention of 
any with the domestic concerns of others. 

The other is, that the. United States and England, 
now by far the.twe. test commercial nations in 
the world, touch each other both by sea and land at 
almost innumerable points, and with systems of ge- 
neral. jurisprudence essentially alike, yet differing in 
the forms of their government and in their laws re- 
specting servitude; and that so widely does 
this last mentioned, difference extend its influence, 
that without ithe exercise to the fullest extent of the 
doctrine of non-interference and mutual abstinence 
from any thing affecting each oth=r’s domestic regu- 
lations, peace of the two countries, and therefore 
the peace of the world, always will be in danger. 


The Bahamas (British possessions) push them- 
selves near to the shores of the United States, and 
thus lie almost directly in the track of that great 

art of their coastwise traffic, which, doubling the 
ape of Florida, connects the cities of the Atlantic 
with the ports and harbors on the Gulf of Mexico, 
and the great commercial emporium on the Missis- 
sippi. The seas’in which these British possessions 
are situated, are seas of shallow waiers, full of reefs 
and bars, subject to violent action of the winds, and 
to the agitations caused by the gulf stream: They 
must always, therefore, be of dangerous navigation, 
and accidents must be expected frequently to occur, 
such as will cause American. vessels to be wrecked 
on British islands,or compe] them to seek shelter in 
British ‘It is quite essential that the manner 
in which such vessels, their crews, an? ca yin 
whatever such cargoes consist, are to be treated, in 
these cases of misfortune and distress, should be 
clearly and fully known. 
--¥ou are acquainted with the correspondence which 
ete eliah w years ago, eae oti 
is aap ory y Pespecting the-cases of the 
Enterprise, Comet, and the Encomium. I call 
your attention to the journal of the senate of the 
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of this despatch; and you will receive. further in- 
: $ respecting the.case.of the C1 


¢ Manner | 


tony : re ey wf. .2 : " 
Inall your. soummunicntions with her anajesty’s go- | 
vernment, you will. seek to.impress it witha 
conviction of the dap _-importanee to the peac 
of the two countries.of occurrences of this kind, and 
the delicate nature of the questions to. which they 
Give TSO... sot sseeelices Segcresds ; 


CURRENCY REPORT. 


Report PRESENTED By, Mr. CusHING, CHAIRMAN. OF 
THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF, THE HOUSE OF REPRE- 
SENTATIVES ON THE CURRENCY. , 


The select committee to whom was referred so 
much of the message of the president as relaies to 
the plan of finance therein recommended to con- 
gress, as also the letter from the secretary of the 
treasury. accompanied by a draft of a bill for the 
establishment of a board of exchequer at the seat of 
government—report, in part— 7 
_ The committee have bestowed, on the subjects 
committed 'to them; all the deliberation and anxious 
consideration, which the importance of those subjects 
demands. 

It became their duty to inquire as to the wisest 
and best method of keeping the public moneys of the 
United States; the material in which the same should 
be collected and disbursed, and the power and obli- 
gation of the federal government in regard to the 
eurrency and exchanges of ‘the union. 

They entered upon the discharge of this duty ata 
period, when, in consequence of the magnitude and 
pressure of the public debts of many of the states of 
the union, the condition of their banking institutions, 
and other eauses, the currency and exchanges of a 
large part of the United States were involved in ¢a- 
lamitous disorder; ata period, when the pecuniary 
disasters of the ecountry—the extreme differences so 
long existing among eminent statesmen as to the na- 
ture and causes’of those disasters and the proper re- 
medy for them—and the uncertainty and instability 





“— 


a sort of anarchy of opinion characteristic of the 
times. 

Under ‘these circumstances, the committee felt 
themselvescalled on by the highest claims of patriot- 
ism and of honor, to endeavor to look steadily and 
calmly at the facts surrounding them—to emancipate 
their minds, so far as possible, from the dominion 
of all pre-conceived opinions—to bring the solution 
of the great questions before. them the benefit at 
least of uncommitted judgments and unshackled free- 
dom of decision—to inquire, not merely what might 
be best in the past and present view of each, but also 
what was the best of things now. practicable; and 
having thus without fear or favor, fully discharged 
their own duty to their country and themselves, to 
submit, unhesitatingly, the result of their delibera- 
tions to the candor and wisdom of the house. 

They were more strongly impelled to the adoption 
of these principles of action, in consideration, that 
the duty they were to perform was one imposed upon 
them by the command of ,the house, not. sought nor 
desired by themselves; and that, under subsisting po- 
litical relations, for the success of any measure.they 
might propose, they must, of necessity, rely, on. its 
intrinsic propriety and the impartial sense of the le- 
gislature. 

The eonstitution of the United States empowers 
congress ‘‘to Jay and collect taxes, duties and imposts 
and excises, to pay the debts and. provide, for the 
common defence and welfare of the United States.” 
And ik recognises the existence of ‘the treasury of 
the United States, But it does not prescribe the 
organization of that treasury, nor set forth the mode 
in whichaits personnel shall be constituted, or, its bu- 
siness transacted, otherwise than as it provides, that 
the president, with the advice and consent of the se- 
nate, shal) appoint the principal, officers of the U. 
States. But the constitution further provides that 
congress shall have power to make all laws “‘neces- 
sary and.proper for carrying intoexecution” all other) 
powers vested by it in the federal government. And 





'debates:upon'them should, be again adyerted to, You) : 
resolutions, . ower .to ‘coin money, re 
ec ot fornia coin, and to fix the standard of 
! weights measures,” and power “to borrow mo- 
You will avail yourself of an early opportunity of | 
expressly forbidden to’ 


struction of the Creole, unless ; 
‘it shall become the subject of discussion at Washing: 
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, this, congress’has power to regulate com- 
Ni focbign potions. and. agiong the. toveral 
regulate the. value 


e credit of the United States.” P 
hind: on’ the OAnr hand, while cotiferring thes 
s of the federal government, the states have 

x ; ves and’ to each other 
to emit bills of credit, to make any” ee gold 
atid silver coin.a tender in, payment of debts, or to 
ay ee geri Soe obligation of contracts. 
’ By the act’ to, establish the treasury department, 
pess3d on the second day of September, 1789, it was 


| provided that it shall be the 2uty of the treasurer to 


receive and keep the moneys of the United States, 
and to’ disburse the same’ upon warrants ‘drawn by 
the secretary of the treastify; but the plan and mode 
of so keeping the moneys of the United'States were 
not specifically prescribed; unlimited scope of choice 
beiug ‘left to the treasurer in this respect, subject al- 
ways. to the authority of the president, to see to the 
due execution of the laws, and in his executive ca- 
pacity to guard the interests of the government. 

' Under these provisions of law the fiseal operations 
of the federal government, as now constituted, eom- 
menced, and so proceeded until the 25th of Februa- 
ry, 1791, when the bank of the United States was in- 
corporated for a period of twenty years. 

Prior to which, there existed in the United States 
three incorporated banks, namely—that of North 
America, in Philadelphia; that of New York, in the 
city of New York; aud that of Massachusetts, in Bos- 
ton; all of them established before the adoption of the 
constitution. Each of these banks was.a state cor- 
poration; for, though the Bank of North America 
was originally established by congress in 1791, yet it 
had:since accepted and now acted under a: charter 
from Pennsylvania. : 

These banks it was thought were unfit, or incom- 
petent, to perform the fiscal business of the govern- 
ment; besides which, they could not absorb any 
amount of the public debt, nor be relied on for ad- 
vances of money to the United States. - 

The incorporation. of the bank of the United States 
originated in an order of congress calling on the se- 
cretary of the treasury to prepare and report a pro- 
per plan for establishing the public credit; in obedi- 
ence to which, the secretary presented two reports; 
in one of them, recommending that the publie debt 
be funded, and additional taxes raised to pay-the in- 
terest on it; and, in the other, recommending the in- 
corporation of a National Bank as being of ‘‘primary 
importance to the propérous administration of the 
finances,” and of the greatest utility in the operations 
connected with the support of public credit,” or as 
set forth in the arte + e of the act, “as tending to 
give facility to the obtaining of loans for the use of 
the government;” to which, in the same preamble, 
was added the further reason of “advantages to trade 
and industry.” 

This bank answered immediately three purposes 
of the government, namely: “1. Of its capital of ten 
million dollars, three-fourths was composed of fund- 
ed debt; 2. It was made the fiscal agent of the United 
States; and 3. Its rotes were a legalized currency, 
being receivable in all payments at the treasury. 

And the system of the government was completed 
by the act of the 2d of April, 1792, establishing a 
mint, and regulating the coin of the United States, 
upon the basis of the dollar-unit prescribed by the 
continental congress. 

The incorporation of this bank was resisted in the 
outset on considerations of expediency and of con- 
stitutionality; which considerations led to the refusal 
of congress to renew its charter. On the expiration 
of its charter it does not appear to’ have been deem- 
ed necessary or expedient to legislate further, either 
as to the means of collecting or the mode of keeping 
the public moneys; but this was left to standon the 
authority vested in ‘thé treasury, by the act of.1789, 
to'receive and keep thie moneys of the United States. 


Meanwhile, the number of banks, incorporated by 
the several states, had been increased previous to, or 
at this time, to one hundred, and in 1812 about twenty 
more were incorporated, with an aggregate capital 
in the whole of upwards of 77,000,000 dollars; and 
the business of the treasury was conducted in their 
notes, and by deposites with them. Ih the progress 
of the war with Great Britain, all the state banks 
south of New England ceased to pay coin for their 
bills, in 1814, as the United States bank would in all 
probability have done, if it had continued to exist, as 
this suspension was chiefly in consequence of ad- 
vanées made by them to the government; but not- 





under these constitutional! provisions is the treasury 


withstanding the non-redeemability of their bills, 
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‘sinée of the thirty-five million dollars constituing its } 


“authority of the act establishing the treasury depart- 


. venue ‘on hand was deposited in se!ected banks, to be 
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they continued, from the necessity of ‘12 ease, to be 
yeceived and paid in the business of the treasury, 
though gold and silver’ coin was at this time, fe Aeg 
press enactment, the onty legal currency of U. 


Under this stn of wae ae bere 
f April, 1816, was sed, establishing the seco 
ote Oe aes ea 


of the; vepete ‘fort 
pank oe “a8 well as deposite}'atid provigion was 
“Phe primary inducement to the establishment of | acting iminedia urth’ of ait® 


: hy a8 ‘stated ‘by the ‘president, (Mr. 
son), in the poe les pg it, was to 
restore to’ the’ commit ity 4 

Tericy;*to provide a “substitute” for’ coin, “which 


wants of the citizens throughout the union,” until 


the time when the precious metals could rs Pay : 
S e 


rendered “the general medium of exchanges.”” 
same precise object was dwelt upon more at length 
by the secretary of the treasury, (Mr.'Dallas.) 
"The Be at in his message,’ indicated three 
means Of providing a aN r) medium of 
circulation,” namély:—1. By the bills ‘of the United 
States banks. 2. By a National Bank; and, 3. By the 
notes of the government. agheow é. 
In deciding for the second of these measures rather 
than the third, the secretary of the treasury put his 
decision simply on the point that there was no “ade- 


quate ‘motive,” that is, no government exigency to | pediéncy, dnd the letter and spirit of the constitution. 
jnduce the use of its credit as the basis of a citcula- | 


tion; expressly asserting at the same time’ the‘power 
of government “to supply and miintain a paper me- 
dium of exchange.” ; 7 

This bank, then, like its predecessor, farnished a 
paper currency declared by law to be receivable in 
all paymonts ct the treasury; it was made the fiscal 
‘agent and the depository of the treasury, and it ab- | 
sorbed in its capital a portion of the public debt, 


Stock’ only seven millions weré required’ to be in 
specie, the remaining twenty-one millions of priyate 
subscription being authorised to be in stock; as also 
the seven millions to be subscribed by government. 

In further regulation’of the currency, at the samme 
session, by an act in the form of a resolution, passed 
on the 30th of April, 1816, it was provided that ail 
duties, taxes, debts or sums of money accruing or 
becoming payable to the United ‘States, should’ ‘be 
eollected and paid in nothing but the legal currency 
of the United States, or tréastiry notes, or notes of 
the United States bank, or the notes of banks payable 
and paid on demand im the Jegal ctrrrency of the U. 
States. 

And by the combined action ofthe government, 
the United States bank, and other causes, the bank 
currency of the country was brought back to a specie 
standard. , ogee 

On the expiration of the legal term of the charter 
of this bank in 1836, (a bill for its recharter‘having 
been vetoed by president Jackson, and the public de- 
posites withdrawn from it), the business of the trea- 
sury ‘was again transferred to the banks of the states, 
and transacted by them, at first under the general 


ment, and afterwards, according to the mote specific 

rovisions of the act of congress, passed ‘the 23d of 
‘June, 1836, to regulate the deposites of the public 
money. 


Under the system ‘thus organized, ‘the public re- 


discounted on by them, with various regulations of 
security; the public funds were transferred by their) 
agency; their notes were received ahd paid out in the 
dealings of the treasury; and they were relied on to 
conduct the exchanges of the country, and furnish its 
paper currency. : 7 
At this period, the number of banks chartered by 
the several states had greatly increased, many being 
created fdr the alleged purpose of supplying the an-| 
ticipated vacancy in business by reason oF the refusal" 
of a few charter to the United Statds bank; the total 
number of banks in operation in the United States’ 
being 676, with a capital of upwards of $324,000,000. 
This amount of capital was greatly beyond thé true 
Wants of the colintry; much of it was fictitious; the. 
business was altogethér overdone; excessive bat is- 
sues'and overtrading followed ‘liand in hand; “and ‘at 
length, (in 1837), the ‘whole ‘machinety fell into 
pieces, and a general suspension of cash payments by 
all'the banks in the United States Prvmla:*| . 


_‘Phereupon, the president, (Mr. Van Buren), één-| 
sidering the incorporation of a National Bank uncon-' 
stitutional, and’ if conSstitiitional, yet unwise, and | 


“a uniform national ¢ur-|'the expiration of 
hae confidence and ' accommodate the |'the sole'and exclusively legal carteney of the United 


e | Fe ated ‘by the sé of 184F) | 


‘Banks ‘and ‘of the independent treasury, congress: is 
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se ration of the federal goyernment from all de- 

‘pendence on banks or Watk ) iY thé Wusifiess of 

‘the treasury. ‘The’ f States, 
! we 


ind various office pment ahder him, 
were required ‘to lie me ‘the'Vaults 
nmen afl transfer, 

e for ex- 





be paid in’gold 4 ér, and for the addition of one- 
fourth to that requisition yearly, so that on’ and after 
‘years, all payments to the go- 
vernment should be"ndde in gold’and silver only, a5 


States: ~~" 

“This act’ contintied ib’ force only ‘one year, be 
ch threw back the 
business of the tréastiry én ‘the provisions ‘of ‘the re- 
Solution of 1816, and the Original act’establishing the 


ao ale en Wheére it’now stands. ‘their aggrerate value relative 


And “thus, by ‘the Vicissitddes of opinion and of 
party, and the suceéésive’ rejections of the plan of a 
ank of ‘the ‘United States, that of deposite in'state 


‘ihvited-and required to examine the whole’ stibject 
anew, frée from all impediments of existing law, and 
to'séttle it on the principles of justice and general’ ex- 


In al! times and in all countries, undér every form 
of institutions and every condition of society, the 
same common quéstion of the public revenue—how 
best it shall be collected, guarded, and disbursed; in 
what form, and on what objects of taxation it shall 
be levied; in what material it shall be received and 
paid out; its custody in the interval between the time 
of collecting and that of disbursement; its transmis- 
sion; and the description and combination of agents or 
officers ‘by whom all these operations shall: be» per- 
forinedsohas never ceased to be one of the most per- 
plexing problems of government. 

‘Every wise government, whatever may be the 
source or tenure’ of its power, will, of course, m the 
solution of this problem, aim to reconeile its own im- 
terests with those of the community itgoverns. If it | 
be a constitutional government, established and exist- 
ing only by the consent of the governed, its func- | 
tions are nothing but a high trust to be exercised for 
their advaritage. If it be a despotic 'government, 
holding its powers by force or prescription, still its: 
own greatness’ is inseparably connected with the 
welfare and prosperity of those whom it rules, and 
the extent.of its own pecuniary resources depends 
upon theirs. 

'The question, therefore, becomes complicated at 
onee, by the duty government lies under, of consider- 
ing; not only’ what is convenient for itself ina merely 
fisealpoint of view, but what, compatibly with that 
great exigency, will most promote, or, at all events, 
jeast “impair the productive indastry and social well 
being of ‘the community at large in all private rela- 
tions. “To the combination of these two primary ob- 








actual valve’ different in’ different 

pret mower al cies ( “ 

ing | a te quantity is subject to be diminished by ca- 
su dente 








> =F ae tet Pat Peto ate et ‘ : 
The rinciple of this ; plan was the ultimate total | nearest ta its qualities to the thing required. The 


use of the precious metals in this way resulted from 
their intringie adaptitionté that’ ase; and govern- 
ments only added the Jegal’ fate of value, and the 
stamp or Certificate of purit¥‘and denomination, for 
convenience in counting and in‘passing from hand to 


¥ hoon 


Bat the precious metals théemSelves, in addition to 
thefr tses for coin, are likewise whether coined or 
uncoined, a commodity, or article of production, con- 
‘sumption and merchandise! Themselves are ht oly 
“of that aden gga of thé community, of all the 
rést of ‘which théey are the measure; and they are of 
es, according to 
mérce. Their 


estriiction or absorption ‘in the arts of manufac- 
ture, or to be diminished or atigmented by the greater 
or less number or productiveness of mines, and thus 
‘to other commodities is 
liable to perpetual change.’ The influence of these 
facts-‘upon prices, upon public affairs, and upon com- 
merce, is visible in all'the financial history of modern 
times. | Beda ules Bal Cpa 
Besides which, coin is subject to debasement, or to he 
made a legal tender, gta rate exceeding its actual 
value, by the abitrary act of the government, which 
controls its coinage and prescribes its legal value. In 
‘times when the uses of a paper currency and of pub- 
lie stocks were not understood ‘or not practised, and 
communities, had not begun to resort.to a paper sym- 
bol or fominal representative of money, capable of 
being fabricated at will, the adulteration of coin, in- 
stead of it, was, it is well known, the frequent expe- 
dient of public necessity or public cupidity to obtain 
reliet from some pressing pecuniaty embarrassment. 
Moreover, the enna metals, though of less bulk 
in proportion to their value than most other commo- 
dities, yet cannot be transported from place to place 
without cost and risk; coin is subject to be stolen or 
lost, atid in that case cannot be easily identified, so 
as to be reclaimed; the continual counting of it in 
large sums is inconvenient; it would be unsafe, and 
would cause much money to remain idle and unfruit- 






| ful, if every merchant kept constantly on hand a sum 


of coin for all his transactions; and the displacement 
of Jarge amounts of coin, its transfer from one com- 
munity or one country to another, is liable to occa- 
sion fluctuations in the value’ of property or labor, 
and to embarrass commercial operations. And there 
is no necessity that for each and every commercial 
transaction between two individuals, or two commu- 
nities, there’should be a transfer of coin from one to 
the other, to make payment therefor. The mutual 
dealings of al] the members of ‘a community, or of 
two separate communities, will, to a certain degree, 
eb rh a state of reciprocal indebtedness of the one, 
balancing, more or less, that of the other, and the ex- 
cess only of which needs to be paid in coin. And to 
reJease individuals and governments from the incon- 
veniences attending the continual personal custody and 





jeets it should look, in the collection of its revenues, 


disbursement. | ; 

Whatever-course of policy government may choose 
to adopt in thése respects, it must of necessity, as the 
indispensablé condition precedent of any regular sys- 
tem of fiscal measures, fix a money standard, ‘or mea- 
sure of Value, for the regulation of alldealings be- 
tween ‘itself and ‘the community, unless it ‘receive 
every thing in kind, and pay out the:same, Even 
then, it must have some sort of measure of value. 
Otherwise all taxation will be arbitrary; unequal and 
oppressive. ‘It is convenient that the standard of 
value; bétween’ itself and the’ community, shall, if 
| possible, be the same as that between the individuals 
of ‘the comunity themselves ‘in their own mutual 
}deslings: [tis moreover, in other relations, a pro- 
per fiction of government; for the sake of unifor- 
mity, for the prevention of disputes, and for the exe- 
clitisn Oftte Jaws between man and man, to prescribe 
thé measure by which the value of property, the ex- 
chatige of commodities, and the collection of debts 
shall be recalated) Unless there be such a fixed 
standard af valve, the property and the labor of all 
will be at the mérey ofthe government and: of indi- 
Viduals. “Hence the universal exercise, by all civiliz- 
ed governments, of the power to coin money, and as- 
sign to it a standard denomination of value. 


If is were possible to discover or devise any sub- 
stance, or thing, of the sdme uttchangeable quantity 
and value at all times and placés; imperishable, safe, 





deeming the continued use of the state’ banks either 
impracticable or inexpedient, recommended a radical 
change in the fiscal operations of the federal govern- 
Ment which, (with some modifications of the original 
yf becanie the law of the land on the 4th of July, 
840, by the ‘passaze of the act to provide for’ the 


collection, safe-keeping, transfer and disbursement of 
the public money. , | : 





portable, perfectly convenient, indefinitely divisible, 

and upon which neither time nor man could act to its 

injury or abuse, that would be the true money stand- 
ard. 

In the adoption, amongst nearly’ all Civilized na- 
‘tions, from’ the earliest periods, of gold ‘and silver as 
the money standard, mankind have but selected that 

which, by the common consent of ajJ, approached the 


atid’ to"'the same in their custody, transmission, and | from one place to another, 


handling and the re yg transportation of specie 


> anot ls of exchange, banks, 
and other establishnients, for dealing in bills and mo- 
ney, and receiving money in deposite; and for the ad- 
justment of commercial aud other accounts by bank 
ye peter and bis, came into use, and became 
xed ingredients in all tue monetary operations 
the oder viel bi World, «4 =. ot Soererene 
ills of exchange, it is obvious, though performi 
the functions of a medium of exehange, Ike am 
are not money. They are, for the most , in their 
proper use, only the representative of the money or 
of the value of the merchandise on which they are 
drawn; and in this respect ba Pare of such univer- 
sally admitted utility as to render certain their con- 
tinued employment In the business of society. 


Bank credits, checks, or bills, though the 
pertarn some. of the functions.of money, and — 
ute a circulating. currency, ane, not money. They 
are nothing but. promises or orders for the ayment 
of money, according to their tenor.:: And whilst paper 
actually ayd: truly, redeemable in coin on demandsis 
not money, still less is that paperin any sense money 
which, whether professedly or ae 4 is yet; in point of 
= - repepmabte in gria.a ' 
ank paper, if it stand on a solid specie basi 

circulation by reason of ‘its cainanidiee, ep, me 
therefore preferred to the coin itsélf. ‘This preference 
may continue to exist so as to have the effect of keepin 
suspended in circulation at al] times a certain quantity 
of the paper, and to free the banks from the necessity 
of retaming always on hand an amount of specie 
equal to the amount of paper issued. And thus a 
cheap medium of circulation is supplied in place of a 
déar one. And if the redemption of its bills be con- 
tintally enforced, and the prudence of its conduct 
incessantly tested and secured, the operation is a 
useful one to the cominunity, as well as a profitable 
one to the baek. rf 7 
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coupes see fit to_permit this operation to go on, or | n 
















eople inadvertently . acquiesce in it, the.gradual 

ex ‘ eZ 3 Pane eE tepacs:. Th mulat haf yt na 
ath te gps a” iss 98 ate a "atc ates nomu } y Yar 
lue, it is quickly exchanged for that hich ch has po. in- 
trinsic value, and. eve a Phing, wears, ne. aspect of 
high prosperity, until, the b A wie nlaien paper 
+ sf ‘ rst tprowin 4 x » c into 
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sion, suddenly reducing prices, busi- 


ne th ‘community with bankruptcy and 


itp needed to legislate concerning the 
1 ol. 


. , ue, it is equally, and for the 
same reasons, needful to legislate concerning that 
which takes its performs its functions, aug- 


ments its nominal quantity, affects its value, and acts 


nd 
tentially in all the, Hops: of Jahon, and esapert erty. 
Pris idle £6 forbid arte lato , if they 


be left to makeat will that which ucurps all the uses 
of money, And, accordingly, in those, countries 
where the issue of paper to circulate as money exists, 


it exists by permission and under regulation of go- 


And it epee becomes a government question in 
another and astill more important pointof.yiew. To 
issue paper having currency as money, is, in fact, to 
borrow money, and command commercial values, at 
will. Why, then, should individuals or corporations 
have the exclusive enjoyment of this wealth-creating 
power? Why should not government itself partici- 
pate in it, or take it to itself? It has done so. By 
the issue of bills of credit or assignats, it has, under 
the need of war and foreign invasion, absorbed all 
the labor and property of the community for public 
uses, 

There is no difference in principle between bills 
not redeemable in specie issued by the government 
for circulation as currency, and similar bills issued 
in the same way by. corporations or by individuals, 
except that government may have the power to make 
them a forced legal tender. Nor is it material, if 
they be not actually redeemable in specie, whether 
they be issued on faith and credit only, like the com- 
mon promissory notes of individuals, or whether they 
be nominally secured by the pledge of lands or effects 
set apart for their redemption. In either case such 
bills constitute an act of borrowing, not an emission of 

In both cases, the course of things is the 
same, whether they be issued on public or private 
responsibility. ey continue to have currency. as 
money, $0 long a$ from ignorance, inadvertence, or 
necessity, men voluntarily receive them. But under 
the most favorable circumstances possible, and when 
such bills are issued upon the highest conesivable 
credit, and though governments inculcate, and com- 
munities believe, that the bills are equal in value to 
coin, still they speedily begin to undergo a gradual 
or a wee indicated in the rise of the comparative 
price of the precious metals. And in PR of all 
such issues, the fate is the same, a gradual deprecia- 
tion in value to a greater or Jess extent, sometimes ab- 
solutely to nothing, having the effect to impose and levy 
tax on the community, to abstract from it. property 
or Jabor without compensation, rearly to the total 
amount of such dépreciation. : 

There have beep, and may once more. be, occa- 
sions imposing u vernment the indispensable 
necessity of resorting to such means of obtaining re- 
sources as the only possible ones to maintain its in- 
dependence or existence. In such cases, government, 
representing the political unity, and wielding the 
physical force of the nation, has the right to take the. 
property or labor of ‘individuals for the salvation of 
all. And the on of the form of taxation ‘in 
which this shall ‘be done, whether by the forced 
course of a paper currency or otherwise, may be re- 
duced to a mere lém of expediency or practica- 
bility. But in evefy such operation the premises are 
a case of overwhelming public necessity. 


But there can be no such considerations to justify 

vernments in allowing private individuals or cor- 
porations to issue irredeemable bills to circulate as mo- 
ney, and thus to extort a tax from the community, for 
the pur of mere private gain. It is conceded that 
individuals ought not to aduiterate the coin, or falsify 
its denomination; for which reason the coin is placed 
under the safeguard of the public authority. The 
reason is greater for subjecting the issues of paper 
currency to public authority; because the extent of 
the possible evil is greater, and the nature of the ef- 
fect on private rights and interests is in both cases 
substantially the same. 

In addition to which, of all these diverse forms of 
paper currency not redeemable in specie on demand, 
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‘the. ipherentiand (s9,far as yet shown) the incur 
vieess m.tendeney to excess of issues, a fatal facili 
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And the position is not Jess true in prineiple of that 
other, of pape eS : whe og 
red e in coin.on | ion, which. is intend- 


, but for which the coin is not actually 










| kept oa hand,,in the confidence. that a certai 

lay of Soe ampere te beth come in cleonla: 
tion by the. wants,of the community, as in the case 
of, the bills of wha aly nm Li d specie pay- 


ing banks... The udg- 
circulation; a temporary. \ 
the market, in this respect, poy he suddenly follow- 
ed by,a.constriction,of it mbich they could not fore- 
see in Season; or they may in the 
‘tend their.cireulation by artificial means to the cer- 
tain prejudice of the community. : 
efficient check.to,this excess of issues, whether the 
excess .be .wilful or accidental, is the rigorous en- 
forcement of payment,of the bills in cc.in, at all ha- 
zards, and by the full power of the government. 
Without this; the evils of a paper currency are 
greater than its benefits. Forone of the advantages 
of metallic money is its comparative stability and va- 
lue, it having a natural price, measured by the cost 
of production. But paper currency has no intrinsic 
value: it is susceptible of illimitable augmentation 
in quantity: and the amount of it, which may be 
+held in circulation at a given moment, depends, in 
part, and the hopes’and expectations of men, and the 
extent of business which they may thus be prompted 
to undertake. Hence the injurious fluctuations, to 
-whieh a: r currency is subjeet.:, Perpetual re- 
deemabilityin'coin is at once the check ‘to, and-the 
partial remedy for, this disease of a paper cireula- 
tion. 


the best and most experienced writers, the issue of'a 
paper currency is not the creation.of money; and 
it is: most) perfeet when no more than equal in 


7 country would be if it consisted only of gold and 
silver. 

Governments have generally seen that the faculty 
of issuing a paper to circulate as money, should not 
be cone 
trade; for if it were, issuing bills at diseretion, they 
might engross directly an indefinite amount of the 
property of the community. Accordingly the privi- 
dege has usually been granted only to persons or com- 

nies engaged. in the business of, lending money. 
But the persons. constituting the company, or con- 
trolling its affairs, may themselves be borrowers; and 
then the restriction ante a nugatory one; forin 
that case they create a currency to use, it in trade 


excessive: bank: issues, and has. Jead to the opinion, 
entertained now by many, that inasmuch as the busi- 
ness of »trading and of issuing a paper currency 


lending «money, and of issuing a paper eurreacy 
ought not to be entrusted tothe same hands. 

in case, however, the government itself be a /bor- 
rower, and does not choose to issue a paper of its 
own to cireulate as money, it may, and often does at- 


issues, for the very purpose of arranging its debts or 
anticipating’ its revenues. Hence the origin, in many 
cases, of the direct association between governments 
and banks. 

So that in all communities, and in every form in 
whieh carrency exists, whether as coined money or 
as a paper representative of it, and whether this be 
issued by banks or by public authority directly, the 
question of the currency of the couutry and 
its fiseal affairs are inseparable facts. 

And next to taxation itself, the question of the ma- 
terial in which taxes shall be. levied, whether in 
kind or an -equivalent, and if so, whether in coin or 
not, is the most important of all. estion a 
the place and agent of deposite or transmission, Is 
one of .conxenience, security, or use; that of the 
standard.and material of payment is one of the sub- 
stance, of the thing. 


Europe and, America. In the United States the ap- 
plication.of them depends on the peculiar form and 
organization of our government. 





‘and consent. ‘To the federal government belongs all 
such legisjative and admistrative power, and such 


Tl. iceest off to apc i, say Ltt 9M Lee 


fonl 
: om 4 i Min aap 


‘ment as to, the capaci of te market to hold it In } with 


ursuit of gain, ex- |. 
The true.and | ne 


These general results, applicable to all systems of | burse the pub 
finance, are derived from the common experience of | power aut ot 


Our political institutions are the work of compact | i 


ecnient not thereby granted to the union, remain- 
to the separate states or to the people thereof, 
| and > states. themselves possessing many of the sub- 
‘stantive powers at palitical sovereignty. 

an 


Among the su ive neners of political soye- 
reignty, exercised (whether, rightfully or not) by each 
is that of authorising, and ating, 


ee Seas meet of their own, the 


ha 
issue: of oa to circulate as currency. _ 
The Von Ay cmap se to circulate as cur- 
rency is no.more a necessary incident. of the faculty 


to, receive money in deposite, and to Joan it. in the 
iscount of notes and purchase cf bills, than. it isa 
necessary incident of the faculty to buy and sell mer- 
chandise. _ A bank paring apthority to issue ps af- 
tet parsers: pila with (that is, loaning out) the 
whole of its capital, proceeds to purchase other bills 
i | Thus it does more bu- 


tin} with i om} pene to pay. } 
atural capacity of |si reed if rigidly confined to its capital it could, 


mises, 
The real operation would 
ah jhe if, a py | bs.s ne Peay coil 

Yet, by the practice in the United States, (not so ge- 

wait n — pith Tas the two faculties of loan- 
ing money.and,of issuing,a currency are conjoined 
in. the banks of the stafes, .,. 

_ It, may,well be doubted whether the bills so issued 
by the, banks. of the states, and constituting a curren- 
cy,are not bills of credit within the meaning of the 
prohibition of the constitution. 

istorically, it is demonstrable that the expression 
“bills of credit” applied, in all the period anterior to 
the, adoption of the constitution, to these bills of 
banks, There were two forms of bills of credit, re- 
‘cognised in Jegislation, speech, and writing, namely, 
Tg ae Bills of. credit” and “‘bank bills of cre- 
Reina ios | 

It.seems difficylt to conceive how these two species 
of the same generic thing came to be.considered so 
far different as that one should be constitutional and 
the other not. To be a legal tender is not of the es- 
sence of. either; that is, each had been issued exten- 
sively without being declared a legal tender; and in 


an aeanee an interest.on its own eredit or 
as well as on its capital. 


For be. it still remembered that, in the opinion of }allother respects they are in effect and mischief the 


same; tending in the same way to excess, alike usurp- 
ing the place.of money, producing the same disor- 
ders,in the currency, and having the samedeleterious 


amount ina. given country to what the currency of | influence over the relations of labor and property. 


And it would seem to be a strange anomaly of the 
fundamental law, or, if not anomaly, then oversight, 
to provide that a state shall not,issue bills of eredit 
by the. instrumentality of a legal person called its 


to: persons engaged in, the business of | “treasurer,” but may by means of a legal person 


called its.““‘bank;’’ in other words, that it cannot, and 
yet that it can, be the derivative source of the issue 
of bills of credit. ._ , 

Nor does it vary the principle, to enact, that the 
bank shall consist in part, or in whole, of incorpo- 
rated private stock. | This appears by the practical 
fact of the times.. Most of the banks in the United 
States, south of New York. have ceased to pay their 
| bills. in cash, a. large partof them having failed to 


themselves; which. is not the least..frequent cause of | make any effective redemption for the space of more 


than four years. Their bills are an irredeemable 
paper currency. _ And their.continued irredeemabili- 
ty has been Jegalized by, state legislatures, in many 


should |be-separated, for the same. reason that of | instances, as the means of procuring to the use of 


the state government an issue of bills of credit with 
which to AeteaT the charges of the state, instead of 


| devying faxes on the inhabitants for that pur 
ne state cannot issue bills of credit by its treasurer; 
but it can and°does by its banks; which is one great 


tain the same end by the establishmentof a bank of | cause of the existing disorders in the currency of the 


United States. 

Thus, of, the sovereign function to make, issue, 
and regulate money, (or,its substitute) the state go- 
vernments (whether by usurpation or constitutional- 
ly is immaterial to the result) possess a part in com- 
mon, with the federal government. 

And this is the radical difficulty in the whole mat- 
ter of the currency. For if the states, have the 


at.of | power so to issue bank bills of credit, then the fede- 


jral government cannot (by any direct legislation) 
prevent their issue, and of eourse cannot (by any 

irect legislation) apply a cure to the inherent chron- 
ic disease of the paper. circulation of the U. States. 


The question of | Whether it may administer any indirect remedy will 


seen hereafter. ) 

Tt is of the power and duty of the federal govern- 
ment, in me first 2 pee to provide for itself a safe 
and suitable big li agent to receive, keep, and dis- 

: ic moneys. Thisit does under the tax 
ers of the constitution. 

The federal government has, in the second place, 
under more than one clause of the constitution, cer- 
tain powers to exert and duties to discharge concern- 
in Re currency of the United States. 

‘in what way shall congress exercise these powers 
tand discharge these duties? 
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the 

omits oing what is' absolutely ne 
a fiscal point of view, and there, the question 
might be more easily answered. But, in the opinion 
of the committee, the federal government should eon- 
sider, not only what is for the convenience of itself, 
put als, incidentally, what is for the convenience 
and welfare of the people of the United States. 

In the first place, then, what cannot and what can 


federal government at this time do, to remedy 
ee relieve the currency difficulties of. the United 
: tes? t : nf . 
or cannot assume and pay that great mass of indi- 


vidual indebtedness of the people of the United States, | sitver, either by méans of a national bank nor by 


hich now weighs them down, and is one primar 
evil of their sii condition; debts contricted*bteen 
the currency was excessive, for things havi 
titiously are or wholly unreal value, and pos- 
session of which by the debtor, owing to their pre- 
sent ated value, affords to him no adequate 
means’ of payment. What alone congress can direct- 
ly do inthis respect it has done, by the ofa 
bankrupt law, which, whether rightful or not in its 
provisions, yet enables the insolvent debtor to settle 
these debts with such means of payment as he pos- 
sesses. For the rest, and so far asthis indebtedness 
isa general evil affecting the whole country, ‘‘there- 
in the — must minister to himself.”” The reme- 
dy, and the only remedy, is industry, economy, and 

rudence, and:a return to proper principies of trade; 

y means of which and with the: immense and various 
productive resources of the country, and the produc- 
tive energy of its people, with no extraneous cause 
of war or the like to waste and exhaust them, the 
speedy return to our accustomed prosperity is as cer- 
tain as any thing in human affairs can be. 


It cannot, by any direct legislation, prevent unwise 
extension of credit in time or amount, evertrading, 
speculation, the excessive importation and eonsump- 
tion of foreign luxuries, and the consequent excess of 
imports over exports, and displacements of ¢oin to 
pay foreign balances. What alone it can do in this 
respect, besides itself setting an example of int 
and frugality in its own affairs, is to regulate its own 
system of taxation and finance so as at any rate not 
to injure the domestic production of the country, and 
if it may, incidentally to foster it impartially in all its 
forms, and do equal justice to the rights and interests 
alike of all parts of the union. 

It'cannot assume and pay the’ debts which the in- 
dividual states have contracted on their own account. 
All that in this relation it can assume to do it has 
(whether rightfully or not) done, by ceding to the 
states the annual nett proceeds of the public lands.— 
For the rest, the people of the United States; who 
are also the people of the states, have the remedy for 
this evil in théir own hands by the better regulation 
of their own finances, and the imposition of taxes to 
Pay the interest of their public debts. ~ 

t cannot command and compel the state legisla 
tures to cease to authorise the suspension ‘of cash 
a beets by their banks, nor prevent those banks 
rom issuing bills of credit to accommodate the pre- 
sent wants and postpotie the final pay day of indivi- 
dual debtors or the states. It catinot, by its own 
direct act, retire from circulation their depreciated 


bills, the currency of which is the greatest evil of| stead.of aiding to regulate the currency, ofthe states, 


the times. But it can act on the subjeet matter’ by 
the refusal to receive or use any thing but edi or 
equivalent paper in its own dealings, and if it Tréceive 
bank bills, by exacting payment of them at frequent 
specified periods. And in the opinion of many, who. 
are conversant with the subject, and whose experi- 


ence and judgment are entitled ‘to consideration, it}: 
can, to some degree, remedy the disordérs of the cur- 


rency, by applying to legal or artificial persons the 
same laws for the immediate distribution of their as- 
sets and discharge of their debts, ‘which apply to fia- 
tural persons. 

It cannot give to the country a paper currency’ in 
the bills of an incorporated joint stock tank of pri- 
vate stockholders; for the ccnstitutional opinions of 
the president, and of a considerable part of the mem- 
bets of the two houses, and of the people at large, 
constitute at present an insuperable impediment to 
thé incorporation of a national ‘bank; ‘and if it® cétld. 
be incorporated, it would be impossible, and if possi- 
ble, would aggravate rather than lighter aa teting: 
evils; to collect the stock of such an institutien. It 
can, however, provide a ‘national paper currency of 
adequate quantity, and of better quality; by other 
means. 


{t' cannot equalize the exchanges throughout: the | 
the government’s, and especially because independent ; minister to the welfare of the 


country, so long as the currency of most parts.of it 
consists of irredeemable bank bills in variousd 
and stages of depreciation, and the business of buying 
and selling is transacted in one part of the-country 


by means of specie values, and in another by paper 
values. Most of the existing rate of endliangatior 


of the: federal government consisted | encein price between legal coin in one. place and le- 
for itself in | gal'edin. in another, or of the cost of transporting .it 


a fac-| reney, coin cannot be kept in circulation, but be- 


to: settle balances, but the diiference between the 
price of the coin currency and of the paper currency 
at the same place. This congress cannot prevent.— 
But it may provide. safe,and economical medium of 
exchanges, correspondent to the true value of ex: 
change as regulated by the course of business, ac- 
cording to supply and demand, in a specie medium of 


payment. 


immediately to filk the ‘channels of commerce with a 
paper currency ‘equal in rate of value ‘to gold and 


any other instrumentality whatever. For the same 
reason that, in the market of a depreciated paper cur- 


cothes at orice an article of merchandise, and “is 
bought up as such, and disappears, just so will it al- 
Ways be with a specie valué paper ¢urrency along- 
side of a-depreciated paper currency. Until state 
governments cease to authorise or sanction the issue 
of irredeemable bank paper in a given community, 
that community cannot have any better currency. But 
the federal government can adopt the means to fur- 
nish'a paper currency of par value, to be ready to 
take the place of the depreciated paper currency, so 
soon’as that shall be driven or withdrawn from cit- 
culation by the direct action of the state govern- 
ments;‘or by the indirect action of the federal go- 
vernment. 

What; then, shall congress do?’ What ought it do? 
To reach the ahswer to’ these questions, let us con- 
sider the advantages and the’ disadvantages of the 
plaris heretofore uséd in'the fiscal business of the 
treasury. 

Leaving out of the case all debatable constitutional 
questions involved in it, and regarding it as a practi- 
cal matter only, the considerations alledged in favor 
of a national bank are— 

1. Its convenience in the collection, safe keeping 
and disbursement of the revenue. 

2. Its-utility (to a certain degree) as an agent of 
exchange. 
3, Its, being the means of furnishing a paper cur- 
rency to circulate in all parts of the United States. 
4, Its instrumentality, by the periodical settlement 
of balances, in regulating the paper currency of the 
states. 
5. Its being the means of utilizing the public de- 
posites by discounting on them. 
On the other hand, the practical objections to it 
are, in substance— 
1. The:peril to the public welfare of taking from 
the government itself, appointed by the people and 
responsible to them, al) this vast power over the 
public funds andthe currency and exchanges, and 
placing it for a Jong period of years in the hands ofa 
private corporation, and of bank directors. having in- 
terests of their own, and irresponsible and inaccessi- 
ble to the people themselves. 
2. The chances of mismanagement and corruption 
on the part of such a corporation, inthe ratio of its 
power.. ) tite 
3. The possibility that it may itself make exces- 
sive issues, or suspend payments in specie, and, in- 


become itself the great cause of derangement. 
4. That itis no part of the proper business.of the 
federal government to carry on) (directly or indirect- 
} ly) the business.of discounting notes or bills, or oth- 
on lending money, or to furnish funds to be so 
+ lent. 


ment, the main-consideration for it is 
i: ‘That, af-there be no national bank, it is necessary 
to employ the banks of the states, unless the govern- 
ment choose to discard all bank agency. |. 
And the main considerations against it are— 
1. That the federal government ought..not. tobe 
dependent.on the legislation of the state governments 
for the méans of conducting the business. of the trea- 
sury. 


cess of issues, and to suspension of specie payments. 


‘heir nature and uses, and in their currency. 
4. The liability of the system. to political abuse. 


mended— “— 


pot banks: 


use only. 


3. Beeatise, by-the use of coin only in the dealings; cision, with moderation, with impa 
of the treasury, it. tends to bring baek the country to | pendence. 





twéen different parts of the country is net the differ- 


It cannot, by any act of its own whatever, proceed 


3. The difficulty,of givinga national unity of ac- | mit the re ( 
tion to institutions which are essentially local in| ported. They believe this measure to contain the 


And. it is opposede no.) oy, 

1. Because, by the exclusive.use of coin, it rejects 
the time+saving and, labor-saving instrumentality of 
paper, which, so it be of specie value, is in many re- 
speets preferable in use to. CoM, 

2. Because, it locks up: the, ic. funds from all 
employment, either directly or as basis of paper 
issues. home 
3..Because, under it, the U. States has no paper 
currency of national circulation. ” 

4. Because it separates the government from. the 
ople, and disavows all incidental duty towards the 
atter in the business of the treasury. ; 


Which of ‘these three systems is the chearest snd 
safest, that is, involves the leas! exrense and loss 
to the treasury, is no otherwise important than as 
it, may be a.question of charge.on the revenue; and 
which of them. is. most convenient, in a fiscal point 
of view, is a matter of nointerest except to the go- 
vernment. hed: 

The committee do not believe that the wit of man 
can devise any scheme Of finance which will satisfy 
every mind, or which shall combine the whole of the 
advantages and shun the whole of the disadvantages 
of the different plans, on which, at successive periods, 
the government has hitherto acted. All human in- 
stitutions are mixed of good and evil. It is our duty, 
if we cannot do all the good we would, to attempt at 
Jeast to do all we can. And the committee are of 
opinion that many of the advantages of the different 
systems heretcfore adopted and successively rejected 
by the ' government, are to be found, and many of 
the disadvantages are not found, in the plan of a 
board of exchequer recommended by the president, 
and which, with sundry modifications, they report to 
the house. ocd 


In common with a bank of the United States, the 
exchequer provides and secures— 

1. A safe and convenient agency for the custody 
and management of the public fands. 
2. A usefiil agent of exchanges and collections. 
3. A national paper currency. 
4. The regulation of the bank paper clrrency of 
the states, by receiving it in payment of public dues, 
and presenting it for redemption at short intervals of 
time. 
5. The utilization of the public deposites and of the 
specie funds of individuals, by rendering them the basis 
of a national paper circulation. 
6. The bestowment incidentally to the business 
of the treasury, and within the letter of the con- 
stitution, of benefits on the people of the U. States. 


In common with the independent treasury— 

]. It. does not entrust the control of he public 
funds or of the currency to an irresponsible private 
corporation. 

2. It does not Joan out the public money to indivi- 
duals. 

3. it makes and ean make no excessive issues, and 
cannot suspend cash payments. For every paper eagle 
on the wing, it has 2 gold eagle in hand. 

4. It is independent of all banks. 

5, It conducts the business of the treasury without 
the necessity of recurring for aid to the creatures of 
the legislation of the states. 

6. By the use either of coin only, or of paper al- 
ways equivalent to coin, it follows the true spirit of 
the constitution in the maintenance of the legal mo- 
ney standard. | 
7. It is at all times within the control of congress 
to repeal or amend it at pleasure. | 


The president of the United. States, in presenting 


Concerning the adoption ofp the state banks as the/ this plan to congress, has obeyed the injunction of 
fiseal agents and depositories of the federal govern-| the constitution, which requires him to recommend 


to their consideration such measures as he shall j 

necessary and expedient; he has fully redeemed the 
engagements in this respect which he bad previously 
made to congress; and thus he has faithfully discharg- 
ed his whole duty to the constitution the union. 
The committee, while animated by the highest re- 
spect for his views, have yet deemed it due to him, 
to themselves, to the occasion, and te the country, 
to give to those views a free and unbiassed examina- 


2. The perpetual liability .of the state banks to-ex- | tion... They have done so; and in so doing, they have 


also.discharged their. duty. They respectfully sub- 
sult to the house in the bill herewith re- 


elements of usefulness and public good; and, as such, 
they recommend it to the house. But they feel no 


‘Fhe system of an independent treasury is. recom- | pride of opinion concerning jt; and, if in error, they 


are ready to follow the lead of better lights, if better 


1. Because of its independence of all agency not) there be, from other quarters; ben: Soong only to 


whom they re- 


}present.. It remains now for congress.to act in the 


2. Because it holds the publie funds for the public | matter; the country demands that, in. seme way * 
e- 


1 to us to act wit 
partiality, with inde- 
Long enough, the question of the nati 


shall act; andthe times ap 





the mouey standard of -tle constitution. 


en the sport of passion and | 


al finances has 
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congress shalt in its wis- 
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‘at length 











States. ts aE to gesdias’s ed! cu tote! 
~ Mr. Cushing then read the bill, as follows: 
A Bitt’ aMENDA1 ORY OF THE sevERA L aéTs ESTAB- 


: TRE warty server . 

all ‘be, and’ hereby is, created and es- 
tablished in the treasury department at the seat ‘of 
> aaa of the! United States, a board to be called 
he exchequer board of the United States, to be com- 
of the secretary of the t ofor the, time 
ing, and the treasurer of the United States for the 
time being, and one: commissicner, to be appointed 
by the president of»the United States; withthe ad- 
vice and consent of: the senate; the said commission- 
er to be appointed:forfour yeats; and neither he nor 
deveslatice) Guangpetee oyeitat clsahillipy ineampe- 
} t:for physi isability, incompe- 
teney, or neglect» or ‘violation of duty; and, in case 
‘of any such removal, it shall be the. duty of the pre- 
sident to lay the ‘reasons. thereof before the »se- 
nate; and the said:commissioner shall receive an 
annual salary of three thousand dollars;.and the 
secretary of the treasury shall preside over he 

board. PERT ef* Jo sine : ts ; 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That said, board 
may establish agencies or offices in. the United States, 
hot exceeding ten in the whole; and one of said agen- 
cies.or offices shall. be established at the city of Bos- 
ton, in the state of Massachu one. at, the city of 
New York, in the state of New York, one at the city 
of Philadelphia, inthe. state of Pennsylvania, one at 
the city of Charleston, inthe state of South Carolina, 
and one at the city of New Orleans, in the state of 
Louisiana, and. one, or more.of all the other -five 
ies or offices, if necessary for the public. ser- 
vice, may be established, from .time,to time, at such 
other place or places as said board may deem. expe- 
dient; and it may change the location thereof at in- 


tervals of twelve months, asthe public service may |: 


require for the transfer of safe keeping and disburse- 
ment of public money. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the said 
board there shall be a principal clerk with a salary 
of.———- dollars per annum, and a register with a sa- 
lary of ——dollars per annum; and for each agency 
or office of said board, to be established as aforesaid, 
there shall be one superintendent’ with a’ splaty of 

—— dollars per annum, and a register with a salary 
of dollars p ft 
such agency or office require it, a clerk for each su- 
perintendent with a salary of —— dollars per an- 
num, and a clerk for each register with a salary of 
.--- dollars per annum; and the said superintendent 
and.register shall be appointed by the president of 
the United States, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the senate; and the secretary of the a 
shall have power to appoint said clerks; and the said- 
pk a | 
four years, and may be removed Shihetectadit. of 
the United States for physical disability, or ineompe- 
teti¢y, or ‘neglect, or violation of duty; but in all 
cases of removal, the réasons therefor shall be laid 
before the senate of the United States. © And the se- 
cretary of the treasury shall have ‘power, in case it’ 
shall be found oat oe Ai any of the ‘agencies, to 
appoint temporary clerks, not’ éxceeding ‘ten ‘in the 
whole, for ‘the transaction of the business ‘of ‘said 
‘board and its agéncies, subject to the supervision of 
ess, With salaries at a rate ‘not exceeding — 











‘dollars per ahnum. 
“Bee. 4. Jind ‘be it 
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por annum, and if the business of} 








enacted, That the exche- 


quer and its officets shall be the general agents of the / seeretu 


eeping, and disbursing the public moneys, and trans- 
Ting and transmitting the same, r the direcé 
tion of ‘the secretary of ‘the treasury; and ‘all public 
moneys received from whatever sources, shall, under | 


fropiog, and the United States for receiving, safe- | 


the same ‘direction, be paid into the said exchequer | 


or its ‘agenvies, or to the order of the’ treasurer of | 
the United States. And the said board of exchequer 
and itsseveral 


ee . 
Ae tn OP aoliosiel 
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Vides in rélation te ‘the colle 


tade; but..the, amount so, 


ceed: in, the whole,.ten millions. of 


ness respectively... 
Sec.-6. And. (be it, further enacted, 


rised and directed, in all cases where 
ditors may 
cates of 


-wise provided hy 


officer of the mint at Philadel 


scribe. 


chéquer. 
‘deposi 


the trensury. . 
See: 9. And be it further enacted, 


of its’ a 


and if’ no case’ to exceed two per 


preseribed. 


foreign’ bills of exchange, for the p 
fitting 'the’'public funds of the 





pose whatever. And it shall not be 


board and its agencies or officers are 


‘of the secretary of the ‘treasury; and shall 

| ens oe nan re 

: funds as shall be ed by him; andshall 
rform’all the duties of agents, under the 
ézulations "prescribed by y of war; and 


if render ‘and perform all other duties and ser- | of de 


ty of in- | thecease may. 


uals; to be held as in other cases of deposite | banks; and no individual shall be allowed at any time, 
made by individuals for convenience. and_security, 


and to issne certificates of such deposite hasing been | account... ns 
sited shall never. ex-} ‘See. 12. And be it further enacted, That no agen- 


law ful for;the exchequer at, the seatof. goy nt, 
and its several. agencies, to UA ee ne 
= Pl gg coin or bullion, the. 

ivi 


ee 


dividends and interest thereon under the dis | the United States, shall -be made in gold or sliver 


coin, or, with consent of the. ic creditor, in trea- 
sury notes, or certificates of deposite to public cre- 
ditors as hereinbefore provided, and in no other me- 
dium: of payment whatever. And all dues to the 
United States, or any officer or department thereof, 
may be paid in gold or silver coio, in certificates 

posite issued under this act, in treasury notes, 


keeping, and dis- | or,in the notes of banks which shall be immediately 
| bursing of the public funds, as shail be preseribed by | convertible into specie at ‘the place where received. 
|Jawyor by:the secretary of the.treasury.). 00. 9) | ) 

« See. 5. And:be tt further enacted, That, it.shall be | ment, and each of its agencies, shall settle weekly 


And the board of exchequer at the seat of govern- 


or.oftener with all banks in their neighborhood whose 
paper they may have received, and pay or collect, as 
, alk balances between it and said 


as debtor to the exchequer, or any of its agencies, in 


dollars, unless | cy established in any state under the provisions of 


otherwise provided. by law, to be received on deposite 


as may be,apportioned by the board among its,seve-|may enaet, receive any other deposites than those 
ral agencies ;acconding tothe extent.of 1 


ir busi- 


That.the. said 
autho- 
the public cre- 


prefer the same, to issue to them certifi- 
deposite for the amount or amounts of debts 
-due to them, by the United States; but the amount of 
said certificates to be issued to said public ereditors 
shall not exceed the'sum.of ten millions of dollars 
issued and arm at any one time, unless other- 

aw. And it shall -be the duty of 
the ‘said board of exchequer and each of its several 
agencies at all times so to limit the amount of .certi- 
ficates)so issued that its gold and silver on hand shall |.shall be entered by them, or oy their respective clerks 
be equal to the amount thereof outstanding, 

‘See! 7. And: be Gt: further enacted, That the proper 
ia and of the branch 
mints at New Orleans, in the state of Louisiana, 
Dahlonega, in the state of Georgia; and Charlotte, 
in thé state of North Carolina, respectively, instead 
of the receipts now by them given, shall havepower |‘ 
to isstiv like certificates of deposite to individuals or )a¥ire- And full and exact accouats of the proceed- 
to the government for the amount of all deposites of 
bullion or foreign coin of gold and silver made in 
said mint or its branches for the purpose of coinage, 
under such regulations and checks for the security 
thereof ‘as the secretary of ‘the treasury shallpre- 


See.8. And be tt further enacted, That all the said 
certificates of deposite shall be-redeemable on pre- 
sentation’at the office, agency; mint, or braneh mint 
where issued; they shall be receivable everywhere | 8° 
‘in payment of the publie dues;.no premium shalbbe 
demanded for issuing the same; and th 
sued if such denominations not less 
more than one “hundred dollars, as the depositor or 
public creditor ‘may desire; and the secretary of the 
treasury shall cause to be prepared and signed certi- 
ficates as aforesaid, in such form as he ‘shall pre- 
scribe, t6 be signed: by the treasurer of the United 
States, and countersigned by the commissioner of ex- 
An@ the amount of all such certificates of 
osite, public or private, outstanding at the end of 
every quarter shill,'so soon ‘thereafter ‘as the same | #PP! 
may be as¢ertained, be published by the secretary of 


shall be is- 
five nor 


That the said 


centum on the 


‘amount ofesuch bill or draft: Provided, That no bill 
or draft shall beso sold except for cash paid in funds 
receivable in payment of public dues, as hereinafter 


See. Wi \And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for'said ‘board of exchequer, and each of its 
agencies, when ordered or required so to do bythe 

ry of ‘the treasury, to purchase domestic or 


of trans- 


vernment to pay 
its ¢rediters; or for public use, and for ‘no other pure 


lawful for the 


board’of exchequer, or any agency, to purchase or 
sell any bilfor draft drawn by or. upon any member 


or officer thereof, or in whic 
cet shalt be 


such member or offi- 
pr ‘in ‘any way interested, nor to receive any 
ageticies shal! pay all warrants, drafts, | deposite of “any:money belonging to any such officer 


or orders made thereon by ‘the treasurer ofthe|U. or member; and_no bill shall be purchased} or draft 
States, aad by all disbursing Officers and agents of \sold at! any agency, without the assentof two of its 


the government i/aving authority to make such drafts | 
or ‘orders.’ ‘And the said exchequer and its officers 
shall 


members. 
Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, 


perform’ the duties of commissioners of loans, ' ments made by the said board of exch 
in receiving subscriptions, transferring’ ‘stock, and of its agencies*wr offices, or any disburs 


That‘iall. pay- 
and any 
officer of 





‘this:act:shall, contrary to any Jaw which such state 


‘of the United States, or make or sell drafts, or pur- 
chase bills other than such as shal) be necessary in 
the collection, transfer and disbursement of the pub- 
lic funds. — = 

See: 13. And be it further enacted, That the said 
‘board shall have power to provide regulations for the 
government of the ageneies aforesaid, the’ transac- 
tion of their business, and the rendering accounts of 
‘all their proceedings; and, in such regulations, they 
shall so assign and arrange the duties of the superin- 
tendents, registers and clerks herein provided, as that 
the said superintendents and registers shall be. checks 
‘upon: each ‘other;, and, for that purpose, they shall 
require that the accounts ap proceedings of each 


aforesaid, in separate and,proper books; and the said 
board shall. require of all the principal officers em- 
ployed in such agencies bonds.to the United States 

r such an amount, and in such form, as. the secre- 
tary,of the treasury shall; prescribe for the faithful 
performance of their duties, to be renewed annually, 
or oftener,; if the secretary of the treasury. shall re- 


ings of the board. and, its several agencies shal] be 
furnished to the secretary of the treasury, as often 
as.he may. prescribe; and it shall be the duty of the 
said secretary to lay ,abstracts of the same, before 
congress, at. the commencement of each. annual ses- 
sion, with.an account of all regulations made for the 
government of said agencies, and to furnish, fui! and 
particular accounts and statements of the transantious 
of the board, and its agencies when required. by. con- 


Sec. 14. .And.be it further enacted, That the board of 
|; exchequer and. its several gencies shal] keep separate 
and distinct sets of books, for the purpose of entering 
and recording in ong set all transactions .respect- 
ing the collection, keeping, disbursing of the public 
revenue, and.transmitting the public moneys, from 
lace to plaee for, the service of the government, and 
in. another all transactions and accounts arising from 
dealings in.exchange and other transactions not on 
government account. And. all profits accruing from 
dealing in. exchange on individual aecount shall 
ied,.in the first place, to. pay all salaries and com- 
pensations, and to defray all expenses incurred under 
the authority of this act, and the residue thereof shall 
be placed. semi-annually to the credit of the treasurer 


ts and registers shall be appointed for }board of exchequer may draw bills or-drafts on any’ of the United States... 
gencies, and may authorise any agency to 
draw bills or drafts on the board or any other agen- 
cy, and may sell,-and’ authorise its ageneies to sell,’ 
such bills Or drafts fora premium not exceeding the 
fair cost of remitting specie tothe place of payment, 


. Sec. 15s.Aad be it farther enacted, That if it. shall 
at.any time, be necessary.to, bring suit on any bill of 
exchange or other debtor liability arising out of any 
transactions under the proyisions of this act, such 
anit may. be. brought.in the name of the U. States, in 
any cireuit court of the United States or any state 
court having.competent jurisdiction. : 
Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the neces- 
sary. rooms and vaults for the safe keeping of the, pub- 
lic moneys,,and for the transaction of the business of 
the wo of exchequer and its agencies, shall be pro- 
vided by the treasury departmentat the city of Wash- 
ington, and, in the custom houses, mint, branch’ mints, 
and.other public buildings belonging to the U, States, 
so. far as the same can be furnished without detri- 
ment, to. the, public service; and, when the same can- 
net be so furnished, the said board may provide others. 


Sec. 17...And be it further enacted, That the gross 
amount of: public moneys of the United, States, by 
whomsoever it may be received or kept, and were- 
ever it may be placed or transferred, shall be deem- 
ed and considered inthe treasury of the U. Stntes to 
the-credit of the treasurer of the United States; and 
no part of the same shall, as heretofore, be taken to 
pay any expenses whatever in collecting or receiving 
the same before it is brought into the treasury; but 
the said gross amount shall be accounted for, and:all 
the saith expenses of collecting and receiving the same 
shall be appropriated by law out of the treagury, as 
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in other .cases.of appropriation: Provided, That no- 
ag naiein dbdtatined shall be construed to prevent 
the transfer of public moneys from one place, or f- 
fice, or officer to ‘another; nor to repeal or’ modify 
an  dectie provisions’ of law relative to the post office 
department. a 

Joc. 18. Arid be tt further enacted, That if any mem- 
ber of the exchequer board, or any officer or clerk 
employed in its business, or any of its agencies, or 
any collecting, receiving or disbursing officer or agent 
of the United States whatever, in any manner con- 
cerned in the collection, safe-keeping, transfer or dis- 
bursement of the public moneys of the United States 
shall conyert to his own use in any way, or shal] usi 
b way of investment in ay baie oF property or mer- 
chaniiiee” or shall loan, with or without interest, any 
money or security deposited with or belonging to the 
said board or any of its agencies, or belonging to an 
other person or persons dealing or deporting wi 
the said board or any agency, or shall so convert to 
his own use, appropriate or loan any money or secu- 
rity belonging to the United States, or shall make any 
discount or exchange of funds other than an exchange 
for gold and silver, or shall make payments on ac- 
count of the public service in any currency other 
than that furnished him and legalized by this act; 
every such transaction of such person is hereby de- 
clared to be felony, and, on conviction thereof before 
any court of the United States of competent jurisdic- 
tion, eyery such officer or agent of the United States, 
and all i pernous participating in such acts, shall 
be sentenced to imprisonment for a term not less than 
one year nor more than seven years, and to a fine 
equal to twice the amount or value of the property so 
embezzled. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That if any offi- 
cer or member of the board of exchequer, or of any 
of its agencies established under the provisions of 
this act, or of the mint, or any of its branches, shall 
give or sign a false certificate of a deposite having 
been made with any agency, mint, or branch mint, or 
shall issue or deliver any certificate, draft or bill of 
exchange without having received the full value 
thereof, and caused the receipt of the same to be dul 
entered in the books of said agency, mint or branc 
minut, or shall be guilty of any other wilful malprac- 
tice by which any responsibility of the said agency or 
of the board of exchequer, or of the United States, 
shall be improperly created or increased, he shall be 
deemed guilty of felony, and on conviction thereof in 
any court of the U, States of competent jurisdiction, 
shall be sentenced to imprisonment for a term not 
less than one year nor more than seven years, and to 
a fine equal to the amount of the false certificate so 
given, or of the bill or draft so issued or delivered, or 
to the amount of the responsibility so created or in- 
creased. 


Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That if any per- 
son shall falsely make, forge or counterfeit, or cause 
or procure to be sem | made, forged or counterfeit- 
ed, or willingly aid and assist in falsely making, forg- 
ing or counterfeiting any certificate in imitation of, 
or purporting to be, a certificate of deposite afore- 
said, or shall falsely alter, or cause or procure to be 
falsely altered, or willingly aid or assist in falsely al- 
tering any certificate of deposit issued as aforesaid 
or shall. pass, utter or publish, or attempt to pass, 
utter or publish as true any falsely altered certificate 














. QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 





IN THE HOUSE fc SERRE UREPERITRSS ener, FEB. 5. 
hig f Srom page 395.) 

Mr. Adams commenced by commenting on what 
he. considered the “extraordinary” course of the edi- 
tors of the Intelligencer in, declining to publish his 
remarks unless authenticated by himself. Is this 
justice to myself? Is it justice to the public., Sir, Ido 


of things. exists inthis city, whenever a discussion 
like .this.occurs, bearing directly or remotely on the 
subject of abolition, which is itself among the strong- 
est of demonstrations that congress ought to sit where 

no slavery exists. I say that the press here is under 

an influence which ought not to prevail, especially 

where a criminal prosecution is going on against a 

member of this house. 

» Ip, the first place, there has existed a rooted pre- 

judice against. me for years past, in consequence of 
the conrse I felt it my duty to pursue in defence of 
the right of petition. Witness the letter which I 

read |to the house some days ago, threatening my life 

if I did. not abstain from my ‘‘villainous course.” Sir, 

it is a slavery prejudice; it isa prejudice entertained 
by all slayeholders, who conceive that I am engaged 
in. doing injury to their interests. These galleries 
are every day filled with persons of that very descrip- 
tion. And this state of the prevailing sentiment I 
hold, to, be altogether unsuited to the grave and so- 
lemn nature of a public trial, which ought to be im- 
partially conducted, 

I say, in the next place, that the public press in 

this District is under the same influence—an influ- 
ence both positive and negative—positive in the vitu- 

peration and utter misrepresentation of one press 

against me, and negative in the refusal of the other 
to do. me justice. And the press is further under 

other influences from the organized suppression at 

the south of all sorts of publications in any wise con- 

nected with the subject of abolition. The editors of 

newspapers here know full well that if they send, for 
instance, to,the. city of Charleston, any thing which 

a committee of incendiaries there may choose to 

think infected. with abolition sentiments—a commit- 
tee which, contrary to the constitution and in defi- 
ance of the. right of their fellow citizens and of the 
freedom of the press, seize upon and pillage the pub- 
lic mails, and burn, without scruple, whatsoever 
they are pleased to consider,as tainted with abolition: 
these editors, I say, know. full well that if they send 
any such matter in their reports to that quarter, they 
do it at.their peril. And this consideration operates 
not only here, but in the large cities of the union, 
whern papers are published which have large num- 
bers of. subscribers at the south. Some three or four 


Charleston, South Carolina, assuming a control over 
the operations of the post office, and assuming the 


degree, tainted with abolition. 


to have them read at the clerk’s table. 


not wish to, look. into motives, but.I say that a state |! 


years ago, there was a meeting held in the city of 


s ath 


aces that this paper from Judge Jay may now be 
read. , , 

_(The clerk here read a paper from Wm. Jay vin- 
dicating the opinions of his father John Jay, from the 
tenor they are made to asstime on the subject of sla- 
very, in a biography of him published in the 137th 
vol. of Harper’s district school library, written by 
Mr. James Renwick, professor of chemistry in Co- 
lumbia college, and varied from the correct memoirs 
oa written b Wm. Jay in a mode to accom 
modate them more to southern feelings]. . 
Mr. Adams resumed. ‘Here is a case of the wilful 
falsification of the published life of one of the most 
illustrious patriots of the revolution, by the expurga- 
tion from its pages of that which is called offensive 
matter, being offensive to the feelings of the south.— 
Under this same influence, the printers even of 
school-books have acted. They have published up- 
wards of a hundred volumes of books for the tise of 
schools, which books have been confessedly expurgat- 
ed of ail those original portions and passages which 
it was supposed by the publisher would be deemed 
offensive at the south. This I charge as being the 
effect of this course of organized and disciplined vio- 
lation of the post Office department. It results in a 
suppression of the freedom of the press and in the 
actual falsification of the truth. I say that it fur- 
nishes one of the strongest proofs of a great combi- 
nation and conspiracy of the whole southern’ portion 
of this union to extend the law of slavery through 
the free states. 


But. all this 1s not to be reported. Oh no. The 
Intelligencer goes to the south, and it must be expur- 
gated of all I have now read, and of all that I said 
yesterday. It must be expurgated of the exposure 
which I then made of a conspiracy against me in a 
committee of this house, and it is to be expurgated of 
all that I now say, and all 1 can hereafter say, in my 
defence, because, forsooth, the reporters of the Na- 
tional Intelligencer have not thought proper to report 
what I said. And now this house and the nation are 
warned that henceforth the editors will publish no re- 
post of my defence but such as shall be authenticated 
| by myself. Under these circumstances, Iam unwilling 
now to proceed further, and I therefore propose a 
postponement of the residue of my defence until an- 
swers shall have been received from the calls which 
this house has, at my instance, made on the president 
and two of his heads of departments, for documents 
| which I deem necessary, and essential to my defence, 
| and until time shall have been afforded for such pre- 
paration as shall enable me to furnish an authentic 
report of my defence, 

I therefore now move that the further consideration 
of this subject be postponed until answers to those 
calls shall have been received. 

I will propose next Thursday week. 

Mr. T. F..Marshall said. IL think this is the sixth 
|day during which the attention,of this house has been 
occupied by what that gentleman calls his defence. 











right of pilfering from the post office all papers , He has been as long in getting through a portion of 
which did not suit their own views; which meeting | that defence as was. occupied in the creation of the 
appointed a committee to seize upon and burn all do- | world, which took, I think, just six days—[a laugh] 
cuments, coming to that city through the mails, |—and yet it must appear on the most cursory view 
which they might please to consider as being, in any | of this proceeding that there are but two questions of 
I have the printed | fact and one question of law to be settled. 
proceedings of that meeting here, and should be glad | petition been presented here praying this house to 


Has a 


take steps to dissolve the union? Did the member 





_ Said; or shall have in his custedy or possession any 


of deposit. issued as aforesaid, knowing the same to 
be falsely altered, every such person shall be deemed 
and adjudged guilty of felony, and being thereof con- 
vieted by due course of law, shall be sentenced to be 
imprisoned and kept to hard labor fora period not 
less than one year nor more than seven years, and be 
fined in a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars. 

Sec. 21. And.be it further enacted, That.if any per- 
son. shall make or engrave, or cause or procure to be 
made.or engraved, or shall have in his possession or 
custody, any metallic plate, engrayed after the simi- 
litude.of any plate from which any certificates issued 
as aforesaid shall have been printed, with intent to 
use such plate, or to cause or suffer the same to be 
used in forging or counterfeiting any of the certifi- 
cates issued as aforesaid, or shall have in his custody 
and possession any blank certificate or certificates en- 
graved and printed after the similitude of any certifi- 
cate issued as aforesaid, with intent to use such blanks, 
or cause or suffer the same to be used in forging or 
counterfeiting any of the certificates issued as afore- 


paper adapted to the making of certificates, and simi- 
dr to’ the paper upon which any such certificates 
shall have been issued, with intent to use such paper, 
Or ¢ause or suffer the same to be used in forging or 
counterfeiting any of the certificates issued as afore- 
said, every such person, being thereof convicted, by 
due course of law, shall be sentenced to be imprison- 
ed, and kept to hard labor for a term not less than 


[A very long extract from the proceedings of such 
a meeting was here read by the clerk, and then state- | 
ments.of the fulfilment of their resolutions. There | 
were also read the correspondence of Amos Kendall | 
then postmaster general with J. D. Townes chairman | 
of. a meeting of the citizens of Petersburg, Va. in 
Aug. 1835, and also a letter from Mr. Kendall of 
date Aug.'1835, to S. L. Gouverneur, postmaster at 
N. York, after which, 

Mr. Adams resumed. I have been induced to call 
for the reading of these documents in order to show 
the. influence of the views, arbitrary and discretion- 
ary, of a department of this government, under no 
behbe law or pretence of law than necessity—the ty- 
rant’slaw. Here is an officer of the United States 
government who unequivocally admits that retaining 
papers in the post office without distribution is con- 
trary to law, who expressly says that he does not and 
will not authorise it, and yet tells the postmaster who 
had applied to him for directions in the case that he 
must act in the matter upon his own discretion. I 
denounce it as a violation of the freedom of the press, 
as a violation of the sacred character of the post of- 
fice, and of the rights and liberties of all the free 
people of the United States. It is but one of a nu- 
merous class of facts which I intend to adduce as 
proof that there is a regularly organized system cn 
the part of the south, not merely to sustain their own 
institutions, but to spread the law of slavery through 
the free portion of this union. 








ohe year nor more than seven years, and fined ina 
sum hot exceeding five thousand dollars. 


As another illustration of this assumption of Ya 
nical power over the press and over the post office, I 


from Massachusetts present such a petition? And on 
these two facts does there arise a contempt of this 
house? This comprises the whole matter. Now, as 
to the facts, they are both in the knowledge of the 
house. What, then, does the gentleman propose? — 
He proposes to get certain information from the ex- 
ecutive departments, which, in connexion with what 
he has already advanced, shall enable him to make 
out a justification both for his constituents and for 
himself. He has already apprized us that the south- 
ern portion of this union meditate the introduction of 
slavery into the free states of the north: he has al- 
ready announced, in his argument, that the south 
wish for a war with Great Britain, for the purpose of 
reviving the African slave trade: he has warned the 
people of the north that the south are endeavoring to 
repeal the habeas corpus and the trial by jury: he 
has announced further to this house and to the world, 
he being at the time chairman of the committee of 
this house on foreign relations, and announced it in 
the presence of a British nobleman, who was a lis- 
tener to the debate, that Great Britain is in the right 
in maintaining her right to search American vessels; 
he has defended the claim of Great Britain on that 
subyeet, to the condemnation of his own government. 
1Mr. Adams. No, sir; I deny it.] 

I have already referred to the report of the gen- 
tleman’s speech; I heard every word of that speech. 
The report of it is in the papers, and the gentleman 
here denies that he took any such ground. Now it 
does not happen that the report of that speech is two- 
fold. There is one report of it ‘in the Intelligencer 
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ports there are discrepancies quite sufficient to sho 
that there has been nothing like collusion on the part of 
those who made them respec’ nO 6 JAAR 8 
often different, but the subs’ e is the same; and the de- 
claration of the gentgnan at he introduced the peti- 
tion which has given ri: fe thie pooner tins for the pur- | gi 
pose.of qlarm, le praglanhy. Be sae 0 the reports. 
Now what is the question? It is on a motion to 
pone the further ation of the subject, in 


order to give him time, to make out his case. He 
says that he ae varged by ‘me with subornation of 
perjury and of high treason; that we are sitting as 
a court to try him on that charge; and, if he is con- 
phasis the consequence is, I suppose, to be death. 
I will now say nothing on that; but, [ ask, what 
change can it make on the question before us if the 
gentleman shall succeed in proving all he has under- 
taken to prove? Congnete has no more right to act 
on such a prayer, and he has no more right to bring 
such a prayer before it, if the alleged case be true, 
than if it be false. 

But these things, when obtained, are to go before 
the esanip 4 and a new issue is to be made not spring- 
ing from the record. Bitter, bitter appeals are to be 
made to northern prejudice. Every feeling of hosti- 
lity to the south is to be kept alive, and stimulated and 
irritated by agitation, and the question is to be taken 
as on abolition. It is to be made on the point whe- 
ther a case of grievance has been made out sufficient 
to warrant a dissolution of the government, and on 
that question the whole floodgates of angry declama- 
tion are to be opened wide upon the peace of the 
country. The gentleman himself is to be allowed two 
weeks to gather strength, and then he is to pour out all 
those treasures of wrath and fury which have been ac- 
cumulating in his own bosom on an issue which he is 
trying to make, and which is not before this house. 

I have carefully marked the various changes, the 
successive phases which the gentleman’s defence has 
assumed in the course of the six days through which 
it has continued. One day we were entertained dur- 
ing almost the whole time by the gentleman’s biogra- 

hy, by anecdotes of the emperor Alexander and 
alslimoutt, and Napoleon and the British indem- 
nities, and fourth of July speeches, and these were 
relied on as a defencé’for presenting a memorial to 
break up the union; being, I suppose, so many proofs 
of his attachment to that which his constituents ask 
us to destroy. But the next day, emboldened by the 
course which the sympathy of this house for the gen- 
tleman’s years and standing induced it to pursue to- 
wards him, the gentleman gocs back on his old 
ground. He is no longer the devoted, the enthusias- 
tic unionist, but he returns to the point and endea- 
vors to prove the most deadly oe on the part of 
the south, and asks us to enable him to get docu- 
ments to produce that alarm which he from the first 
avowed it to be his object to excite. Is this house 
prepared to aid in such a design? I ask northern 
gentlemen here whether they are ready to strengthen 
the hands of the gentleman from Massachusetts in 
such an endeavor? Will they connect the abolition- 
ists of the north with the tremendous proposition to 
dissolve this union? I have already declared that I 
offered my resolutions as a test of the attachment of 
this house to the union of these states. The gentleman 
was not always so ready to ask to consume the time 
of this house. Oh, no! there was a period during 
these transactions in which he was the tenderest 
man alive in his regard for the time of the people. 
Now he asks for a delay of two weeks that he may 
gather materials for a further defence, which is tu 
consume the Lord knows how much more of the 
time of this house. I do trust that, for the sake of 
obtaining matter not ad entirely irrelevant, but 
deeply mischievous, the house will consent to no 
such thing. 


Mr. Arnold said that he had from the very begin- 
ning voted in favor of laying this whole subject on the 
table. He had some experience, from what he had 
witnessed in past times in this house, and from the 
effect of such proceedings on the country. He had 
seen many such questions raised here, and had seen 
them all end in smoke and fury. This had induced 
him to be in favor of getting rid of the subject as fast 
as ible. He knew that the country was suffering, 
and that the house was disgraced in the eyes of the 
country. He concurred with the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. Marshall) that there were wild fana- 
tics to be found at the south as well as the north, and 
that this house ought not to lend its countenance to 
either. Believing, as he did, that the time asked for 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts might be got 
By adopting the resolution of the gentleman from 

irginia (Mr. Summers) to refer the whole subject 
to a select committee, he hoped that course would 
be adopted. It would afford gentlemen on both sides 
an opportunity to escape from a dilemma which he 
believed was agreeable to neither. He was opposed 
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-|to granting the postponement now asked for... Hein 
20w | hoped the lates wou refuse it, ihe gs 


action on the resolutions, either of the gentleman 
t- 


ing the amendment of the other gentleman from Vir- | 
ile (Mr. Stmmers) to send the whole matter to a 
select committee. Under this impression he would) 
now move the previous question. Mmidag tn 

Mr. Adams requested the gentleman from Tennes-. 
see (Mr. Arnold) to withdraw that motion. © © © 
' The speaker (addressing Mr. rnold) inquired if 
he withdrew the motion for the previous pas: 

Mr. Arnold said that, if the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts withdrew his motion to postpene, he (Mr. 
A.) could not, of course, insist on the motion for the 
previous question. 

Mr. Adams withdrew the motion to postpone. 

Mr. Adams resumed. When I made my proposi- 
tion to postpone, I was under the impression that it 
would meet with no opposition in any quarter. I did 
not make the motion from any desire to postpone my 
own rights, nor did I suppose that there was any man, 
not even the author of the resolution, in which he so 
tenderly informed me that I might consider it mercy 
in the house that I was not expelled, and in which he 
charged me with the crimes of high treason and su- 
bornation of perjury—that even he would evince that 
rabid thirst for the conviction of his victim, by which 
it now appears that he is actuated. 

This gentleman, with the alternation of the member 
from Accomac and the gentleman from Albemarle, 
(for they speak by turns), is determined to resist and 
oppose every thing that Ican say in my defence. He 
now complains that I have occupied six days of the 
time of this house. Well, sir, if I have, he and his 
two auxiliaries—I will say his two accomplices—have 
occupied among them six days in their vituperations. 
Surely a man at the bar of the house, and under trial 
before it, may be entitled to at least as much time as 
this combination and accumulation of three of the 
most influential members of the house against him. 
T shall want more time, for it is impossible I should 
finish to-day; and I appeal to the sense of justice in 
this house, not to close this procedure before they 
suffer me to get those items of evidence which the 
house, by its own vote, has declared me entitled to. 
I claim more time, especially if each individual of this 
triumvirate is to reply to every part of my defence, 
and they are to use their combined influence to preci- 
pitate this house into a decision. 

The gentleman from Kentucky, in the argument he 
has just submitted to the house, has totally misrepre- 
sented me. He has argued as if, in my defence, I 
had favored and countenanced the objects of this pe- 
tition; as if, in presenting it, I had not expressly dis- 
claimed all concurrence in the prayer of the petition- 
ers. My open disclaimer made here at the time is 
of no use as regards him. He persists in charging 
me with what I explicitly contradicted by the very 
terms in which I presented the memorial. I say this 
to impartial men. No such person can ever be 
brought to conclude that [ am or have been in favor 
of the petition. Such an assumption is false in rela- 
tion to any petition which a gentleman may present. 
Even if he says not a word against the prayer it may 
contain, it is not to be inferred that he is himself in 
favor of the object of that prayer; but in my case 
there was an open diclaimer; | expressly declared 
myself My gerne: to the prayer of the petititioners, and 
said that | presented it only out of my regard to the 
right of the people to petition liere for a redress of 
grievances. 


But has the gentleman responded to my call to show 
his Law for a_ proposition which goes to reverse the 
relations established by the constitution, so that the 
constituent shall be responsile to his representative, 
and the representative shall have the power of de- 
claring him gui:ty of high treason and subornation of 
perjury for sending a petition to this house? Where, 
I ask, does he get his law for this? The right of pe- 
tition is expressly guarantied by the constitution, 
without any such limitation as is attempted to be im- 
posed upon it here. I ask, where are the rights of a 
constituent if the house is to proceed on the princi- 
ples laid down by that gentleman? It is the quintes- 
sence of tyranny—of a tyranny not equalled by Cali- 
gula—a tyranny of which Nero never was guilty.— 
One of those celebrated tyrants of antiquity was 
charged with writing his laws in such small 1 She 
ters, and hanging them up so high above the reach of 
the people, that they could not be read; but he never 
undertook to punish the violation of a law that never 
was made, No. Sut the gentleman erects this 
house into a tribunal before which its constituents are 
to be tried for high treason and subornation of per- 
jury for exercising their right of petition. His doc- 
trine makes the representative the judge, instead of 
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erimes and misdemeanors for exercising the constitu- 
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tional right of petition? Where in Jaw is one such 
word to be found? 
_Butif the house do assume such a power—if the 
claim such an authority in this case—they assume it 
in reference to every petition presented here. They 
assert a discretionary power in this house to punish a 
constituent for presenting any petition. If you can 
paaieh him for presenting a petition peaceably to 
issolve this union, then you can punish for the pre- 
sentation of every abolition petition. If the alleged 
right shall ever once be exercised, that will come 
next. Every member here who presents an aboli- 
tion petition will be told he has incurred the censure 
of this honse; and, if so, how can a constituent ever 
bring an abolition petition before this house? _ If they 
offer you a petition to recognise the independence of 
the republic of Hayti, they will be told this is an 
abolition petition—-its presentation is a criminal 
thing; it is an act of treason. Why? Because it is 
ible some Quashipompo may come here as a pub- 
ic minister; and that would be high treason, accord- 
ing to the gentleman from Kentucky. I have called 
on the gentleman again and again for hislaw. He 
cannot show any. And [I say he falsifies my pur- 
poses by assuming that I am in favor of the object 
of the petition. 

The gentleman from Kentucky supposes there is 
some inconsistency in my course, if, after being 
borne down by the whole weight of the eloquence of 
the gentleman himself, and his coadjutors from Ac- 
comac and from Albemarle, and of the exterisive 
conspiracy against me in this house and out of it, 
I offered to dismiss the whole subject without de- 
fending myself, and now, after that offer has been re- 
fused, I insist upon occupying sufficient time to make 

ood my defence. I ask him what sort of reasoning 
1s this? But the gentleman goes a great way fur- 
ther. He assumes that, even admitting the truth of 
all the positions I take, there is a conspiracy in the 
south to destroy the right of petition—to destroy the 
right of habeas corpus—to destroy the right of trial 
by jury—to destroy the freedom of the press—to 
Violate the sacred trust of the post office—to get up 
a war with Great Britain on false pretences, but 
really for the protection of the slave trade;—even, 
if all this is true, still it is high treason and suborna- 
tion of perjury in the people, if they are suffered to 
come to this house and say that their suffering un- 
der this state of things is so intolerable that, in their 
opinion, a dissolution of the union is better than its 
continuance and increase. I put it to the reasoning 
power of every gentleman in this house, if the con- 
clusion is not far from being a correct one. If all 
this oppression is really endured by the people, how 
can the gentleman say they have no right to come 
here and petition for rearess? The people, I admit, 
may have mistaken their own power and the power 
of this house as to the means of redress. But will 
this house constitute itself a criminal court, and say 
that whoever presents such a petition is guilty of 
high treason and of subornation of perjury, and that 
the man who presents it is guilty of a contempt of 
this house? Is there a man here, besides the author 
of these resolutions, who will draw such a conclu- 
sion? I appeal to the Declaration of Independence. 
There I find a very different doctrine. The doctrine 
that when oppression is felt, it is the right not only, 
but the sacred duty of the people to destroy the go- 
vernment which inflicts it upon them. It ‘was on 
that very principle that the declaration itself was is- 
sued. It enumerates the various oppressions under 
which the colonies were laboring, and it’says that 
they constitute a case where the people have a right 
to overturn the government. 


The gentleman from Kentucky tells us that even 
if all the. oppressions I undertake to prove be 
true, still it is high treason to make a movement 
towards overturning the government. I hold myself 
at liberty not only to claim for the people of the free 
states a right to present the grievances under which 
they suffer, but to take up the whole subject of sla- 
very in all its parts; to consider whether it is a bless- 
ing or a curse. Andif I shall argue that it isa 
curse, I hold in my hand and claim to read a parallel 
which will show the opinions of at least one man 
on that subject. The pamphlet contains a compari- 
son between the progress of the two states of New 
York and Virginia under the two systems of slavery 
and of free labor. It shows that under the effects of 
slavery, Virginia has declined in property, prosperi- 
ty, and population; while, on the contrary, N. York 
has risen from being the third or fourth state to be 





heard of. According to the report of Mr. Elmore, 
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irginia, once the chief, has gradually been degrad- 
My os fourth or fifth rank. That is the docitine 
of the pamphlet from which I shall now read. Here 
js a pretty considerable statistical argument. He 
refers to the census of the two states at different pe- 
riodsand en yee oe Se . 
_ “§tatesman may differ about policy, or the means 
to be employed in the promotion of public pate 
put ‘surely they ought to be agreed-as to what pros- 
perity means. I think thatithere can be no dispute 
that New York 1s a greater, a richer, a more thriv- 
ing, prosperous, and powerful state than Virginia. 
What has occasioned this difference? We have al- 
ready seen that, as to advantages merely physical, as 
to all the original elements of grandeur, wealth, and 
power, Virginia was unsurpassed. Has accident or 
misfortune operated in this case? Has a despotic go- 
vernment bowed the spirit and cramped the efforts of 
Virginia? Has she suffered under the desolations of 
war,or the scourge of pestilence? Over this fair 
Jand a balmy atmosphere and purest skies smile 
health and cheerfulness. Healing fountains of mine- 
ral and medicinal waters burst from her mountains. 
“The most delicious baths, the most salubrious 
springs, tempt from every land the pilgrims of afflic- 
tion aud disease. _With war she has nothing to do. 
Against..its dangers, its horrors, or its burdens, she 
has no provision to make. Her government and 
ple are not charged with the care or expenses in- 
cident todefence. The broad shield of the union is 
spread before her. The potent arm of that govern- 
ment, which combines the strength and revenues of 
twenty-six states, and wields the whole for the pro- 
tection of each, is pledged to maintain her rights and 
her safety against all the world. There is but one 


cause, commensurate with the effects produced. The |. 


clog which has stayed the march of her people, the 
incubus which has weighed down her enterprise, 
strangled her commerce, kept sealed her exhaustless 
fountains of mineral wealth, and paralyzed her arts, 
manufactures, and improvements, iS NEGRO SLAVERY. 
This is the cancer which has corroded her revenues, 
laid waste her lowlands, banished her citizens, and 
swallowed up her productions. This is the magazine 
the Jeast approach to which fills her with terror. 
This is the slumbering voleano which will bear no 
handling. The smallest breath to fan, the slightest 
threat to stir its sleeping but unextinguished fires, 
drives her to madness. Oh! well might she curse the 
tyrant who planted this dark plague-spot upon her 
virgin bosom!” 

Mr, Adams was called to order by Mr. Saunders, 
who submitted to the speaker that the reading of ar- 
ticles in opposition to, or in support of the right of 
slavery, or of the conduct of the abolitionists, was 
not pertinent to the question. 

The speaker said that the proposition to commit toa 
select committee was offered as an entire substitute 
for the resolution and amendment, and that thus the 
whole merits of the subject-matter to which they 
had reference were laid open, and by yeas 97, noes 
26, the house affirmed the decision of the speaker. 

Mr. Adams continued. That is irrelevant, is it? 
But did the petition 1 presented cal! for the abolition 
of that inexpressible curse? No—it asked no such 
thing. The petitioners ask that the oppressions they 
suffer from that curse, and from the attempts of a 
majority here to establish and confirm that “‘plague- 
spot on the virgin bosom” of the state of Virginia, 
should be considered by this house, and that the 
house will determine whether they shall continue 
bound not only by the curse as it now stands, but by 
all that oppression which those who sustain it are 
obliged to exercise over the rest of this union. 


And now who is the author of these glorious sen- 
timents?—of these words of fire? Can you imaginea 
man who, afier he had exposed himself in his native 
state by the production to the world of such a pamph- 
let_as this, to the charge of being an abolitionist, 
and had transferred himself to another theatre where 
he no longer held that language, should rise on this 
floor and charge another with high treason and su- 
bornation of perjury for language infinitely weak- 
er? Tsay, can you imaginé a man who, finding him- 


self involved in the odious and horrible charge of 


abolitionism for avowing the noble sentiments which 


are embodied in this pamphlet, and who supposed he 
might somewhat restore the broken reputation under 
which he labored in his own part of the country for 
uttering these words of glory, turning like a tiger on 


another man with charges equally false with those 
under which he had himself suffered, and thinking 
that thereby he may again be restored as an ortho- 
dox believer in the slavery creed in his own native 
Slate? 

In the outline of the defence which I propose to 
make, { enumerated, in general terms, a series of op- 
pressions, foreign and domestic, which the free peo- 


- 


quently speaks, and from’ its consequences: and in 
order to prove that that enumeration was supported 
by fact, I asked for the time which should be neces- 
va! for that end; for it may well be sup that it 
will require time to collect such a variety of facts 
and to'examine principles of so extensive a bearing. 
Mr. Marshall here put some query to Mr. Adams, 
whether he had quoted from that pamphlet as prov- 
ing him (Mr. M.) to be an abolitionist? 

r. Adams replied, no, sir; but as proving that you 
had been charged with abolitionism in your own state, 
and as being, as I supposed, ready to turn on me with 
the fury of atiger, in order to satisfy your constituents 
in Kentucky that no such charge could now rest 
upon your name. 

“x aad Marshall made a reply, audible to the repor- 
Mr. Adams. I meant no personal attack upon the 
gentleman. [read with the highest commendation 
passages from a ae ma which he himself put into 
my hands. I did not consider it as in any sense con- 
ential. 

Mr. Marshall. Nor I; not at all; I knew my man. 
Mr. Adams.’ I do not know what he means by 
that: if he ‘thought he knew his man. * * * * 
{Here the rest was partially lost to the reporter—it 
was, he believes, something about knowing him bet- 
ter before these proceedings were ended.] 

Mr. Marshall. 1 knew that the gentleman respect- 
ed nobody. 

Mr. Adams. Ahi the gentleman is touched, is he? 
He makes a personal matter where I intended none. 
These are glorious sentiments: would to God I had 
wers of eloquence equal to the utterance of such 
angnage. 

Y hold thatit is no perjury, that it is no high trea- 
son; but the exercise of a sacred right to offer such 
a petition; and that it is as false in morals as it is in- 
human to fasten that charge on men who, under the 
countenance of such declarations as I have here quot- 
ed, come and ask of this house a redress of grie- 
vances. I undertake to prove that the consequences 
in the free states from this “curse,” justify them in 
such a course. And if they do mistake their remedy, 
this government should not turn them away, and 
charge them with high treason and subornation of 
perjury; but ought to take it up—to weigh the con- 
siderations which are so eloquently set forth in the 
pamphlet I have quoted; these should be considered. 
if they have mistaken their remedy, the house should 
do. as the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Marshall) 
told us he was ready to do, admit the facts, and tell 
these men that their grievances are not to be reme- 
died by a dissolution of the union; that there are 
other remedies within their power, either by obtain- 
ing an amendment of the constitution, or in some 
other constitutional mode: and that, although congress 
cannot grant the —— of their petition, they will 
take upon themselves to remove, so far as they can, 
their just causes of complaint. 

These sentiments in the pamphlet from which I 
have read, are the sentiments of the great patriots 
and fathers of the revolution—of Washington, of 
Jefferson, of Madison, of Mofiroe. They were the 
sentiments of Mr. Jefferson throughout his whole 
life. He proclaimed them in the Declaration of In- 
dependence; he had proclaimed them before in the 
législattiré 6f his GWh state; he had even proposed 
in that legislature the abolition of slavery. And these 
continued to be his sentiments down to the last day 
of his life. I will not read the eloquent passage so 
often quoted from his Notes of Virginia—a passage 
in which he declared that he trembled at the thought 
of the consequences of an insurrection of the slaves, 
and admitted that in such a contest “the Almight 
had not one attribute which could take sides wit 
the master.”” I refer those who charge me with 
crime to the letter itself. In one short passage of 
the memoirs of his own life, written towards. its 
close, in the seventy-fourth year of his, age, and 
shortly before his death, in giving an account of 
his movements in favor of a revision of the laws of 
Virginia, he speaks of a bill proposed by him to be 
introduced for the abolition of slavery; and he there 
says—at the close cf life—with eternity perhaps be- 
fore his eyes: 
_. “The bill on the subject of slaves was a mere di- 
gest of the existing laws respecting them, without 
any intimation of a plan for a future and general 
emancipation. It was thought better that this should 
be kept back, and uitempted only by way of amend- 
ment, whenever the bill should be brought on. The 
principles of the amendment, however, were agreed 
on; that is to say, the freedom of all born after a 
certain day, and deportation at a proper age. But it 
was found that the public mind would not yet bear 
the proposition, nor will it bear it éven this day. 
Yet the day is not distant when it must bear and 





ple in the part of the union I come from ‘suffer from 
that “plague-spot” of which this pamphlet so elo- 


adopt it, or worse wiil follow. Nothing is more 


people are to be free; nor is it less certain that the 
two races, equally free, cannot live in the same go- 
vernment.”’ 

Yes, sir, and he adds, “the day is not far distant 
when this must be done, or worse will follow.” 
These were among the last words of Jefferson; and 
l'ask what worse than this was there in the mernorial 
I ‘Eages get and which so deeply affected the sensi- 
bility of the gentleman from Kentucky, that he 
charged me with high treason and subornation of 
perjury for introducing any thing that even squinted 


towards such a thing? I say it was no crime to pre- 
sent such a petition here. 


And I hope my colleague, 
(Mr. Cushing), from whose immediate constituents 


this petition came, will vindicate himself and them 


from the charge hére put forth against both. I say 
it was no crime. It was only the exercise of a right, al- 
though they who exercised it may have mistaken their 
remedy. [ believe their complalnts to be just; and 
I hold that this house, instead of turning them out of 
doors, and charging them with crimes, is bound to 
consider their petition, and to return them an answer 
which will] contribute to the removal of their grie- 
vances, and reconcile them to the continuance of 
the union, which, under a state of irritated feeling, 
md may have, for a moment, been ready to depart 
rom. 


Sir, the dissolution of the union! high treason! 
subornation of perjury! Why, sir, what is the whole 
volume of the proceedings of South Carolina for the 
last ten years? What are the two resolutions in the 
pamphlet from which the gentleman from that state 
(Mr. Rhett) read to us on this floor? Was that gen- 
tleman ever charged with high treason for having 
prsporey such resolutions to be offered here? Was 
e charged with the commission of perjury in his 
own person? If there be any foundation for the 
charges now made against me, then the gentieman 
from South Carolina is guilty of actual perjury in 
his own person; for he, like the rest of us, has sworn 
to support the constitution. Sir, dissolution of the 
union! high treason! subornation of perjury! Why, 
sir, it is but a few days since. one of the gentlemen 
from Virginia (Mr. Botts) rose in his place and de- 
clared that one of the high officers of the govern 
ment—the secretary of the navy department—was 
of opinion that it is high tame the union should be 
dissolved, and that he was in favorof it. The mem- 
ber from Accomac rose instantly and denied it, and 
then wrote to that high dignitary, calling upon him 
for his own disclaimer of such a charge; but he 
showed much the same sort of courtesy to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia as the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky has shown to me. The high dignitary, it seems, 
is far above any association with the member from 
Richmond. Oh yes! he is very far superior to him: 
so much so, that he calls upon the public to disavow 
that any conversation could have been supposed to 
pass between them. He moves in a higher sphere! 
fA laugh.] A member of this house, placed here by 
constituents as respectable as can be found in this 
country—the man of forty-seven thousand—was a 
character far too low ever to be found in conversa- 
tion at all with so elevated adignitary! [laughter.] 
But does he deny that he entertained the opinion 
charged upon him? Oh, no; he admits it all. But 
then it was on conditions! and qualifications! Yes, 
and what were they? After asserting the high supe- 
riority of his personal dignity over a mere common 
member of congress—I say a common member—but 
I might have said, and all here will bear me out in 
saying, a very distinguished member of congress; but 
the dignitary was very far above him—his associations 
lay in a higher region, [a laugh,} perhaps above the 
clouds—perhaps in them. [Loud laughter.) After 
stating this, he goes on to say: 
“J will not pretend to say what Mr. Botts can 
‘prove,’ but T assert, in the most direct and unquali- 
fied manner, that he cannot prove the truth of his 
charge against me, by any witness who is himself a 
man of truth. I understand that charge to be that I 
am, or have been, the ‘advocate of an immediate dis- 
solution of the union, without qualifications or con- 
ditions. I have never, at any time during my life, 
entertained any such opinion or feeling. On the con- 
trary, I have on all occasions advocated union upon 
the true principles of the constitution, and have 
sought to recommend my own principles, upon the 
ground that they were conservative of the constitu- 
tion and the union. This is well known to you, for 
with you I have had conversations ‘for hours’ upon 
this very subject. You say correctly that I have 
‘printed and published my opinions under almost 
every form of address, essay, pamphlet and book;’ and 
if any thing can be found in any of these publications 
to justify the charge of Mr. Botts, t will surrender 
the point.” 
Now we shall see hereafter whether he “sur- 

renders the poirt” or not, Mr. A. further read as 
follows: 





‘certainly written in the book of fate than that these 
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“J think it almost certain, although I cannot recall 
any particular occasion on which it oceurred, that I 
have expressed a decided i 
of the union over the establishment of <_ ny 


policy which I regarded as fatal to all. true liberty. 





avow the same opinion now. I would sooner see 
the union dissolved than witness the success of this 
very abolition movement; I would sooner see it dis- 
solved than witness the establishment of a connelt 
dated government, pe pal ga and right in the 
hands of an uneontrolled.a 


irresponsible majority; 
I would sooner see it dissolved than witness the es- 
tablishment of any principles which violate its true 
character and defeat its legitimate objects. These 
ns I.am very certain that I have often ex 
ed, and I shall offen express them hereafter. But 
that I am, or ever have. been, a disunionist, in any 
other sense than is here expressed, is utterly un- 
” 

His ‘decided preference”—for what? For high 
treason? [A laugh]. No. For subornation of per- 
jury? No. “For a dissolution of the union!”— 
paneer) He thinks he has. {Laughter.] Now 

say, give me the benefitof that condition, and I will 
show that the men of Haverhill are the most innocent 
persons in the world..; I am going to prove that the 
oppressions they suffer come within the very condi- 
tion on which the honorable secretary says he should 
prefer a dissolution of the uxion. To be sure they 
would not be the same. The secretary says he would 
sooner witness a dissulzticu of the union ‘than wit- 
ness the success of this very abolition movement,”— 
What does he mean? I sup the Haverhill peti- 
tion is the “‘abolition movement.” If so, what is its 
“success?” That must be, its reception by this house. 
Not the grant of what it prays for—but only that it 
shall be received. And does this high dignitary—the 
secretary of the navy department—mean to say that 
he should prefer a dissolution of the union to the re- 
ception of this petition by this house? Perhaps the 
member from Accomac or the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky may be of that opinion. But suppose he is not, 
what does it mean? hat is the ‘abolition move- 
ment,” as before you now? Suppose it is the aboli- 
tion of slavery in this District of Columbia—and per- 
haps the abolition of the slave trade—the recognition 
of the black republic of Hayti, and the reception of 
Quashipompo as a foreign mihister—does the secre- 
tary say he would prefer to this the dissolution of the 
union? Does the gentleman from Kentucky say that? 
I do not ask the member from Accomac—but I ask, 
does the gentleman from Albemarle, who offered the 
first of these resolutions against me? Does he mean 
to say that if a petition which has been received by 
the house, and referred to a standing committee of 
this house, and on which a report is expected, shall 
be granted—and in consequence our commerce with 
Hayti shall be dowbled and quadrupled, and the 
claims of our citizens on that government (suspended 
now, on the simple condition of our acknowledgment 
of Haytien ga putamen shall be allowed and paid, 
this will be such a “success of the present abolition 
movement” that he will instantly go for a dissolution 
of the union? Or does it mean more? I charge on 
the secretary’s answer indefinite language: there is an 
evasion of the qnestion: he may stretch the terms he 
has used, or may contract them, when it comes to an 
explanation. Itis not a fair, open, honest-hearted 
answer to the question put to him, ‘‘are you or are 
not for a dissolution of the union?” 


Again: He says he should prefer a dissolution of 
the union to the establishment of ‘‘a consolidated go- 
vernment,”” And what is ‘‘a consolidated govern- 
ment?” Many say that this government is now a 
consolidated government. They are yague terms.-—— 
They have no specific meaning. And is the secreta- 
ry to escape by a vague qualification like this? But 
he should prefer a dissolution of the union to the es- 
tablishment of principles ‘‘which violate its true cha- 
racter, or its legitimate objects.”” And again, I ask, 
what are they? . Most assuredly to this secretary they 
are one thing, and to you, Mr. Speaker, they are 
another. What is the ‘ftrue eharacter’’ of the go- 
vernment? Whatare its “legitimate objects?” Here 
is awide range for every member of this house to 
judge for himself. If one man has a right to say 
what they are, another man has the same right, un- 
der the same common instrument—the constitution. 
On this ground, every man in this house, as soon as, 
in his opinion, the true and legitimate purposes of 
this government are violated, may take steps to dis- 
solve the union: Here, in this house, is a body of 
us, who think that a protective tariff is among the 
“legitimate objects” of this federal government; and 
not only so, but that its establishment is one of the 
most sacred duties of congress. We hold that the 
constitution is extended over this wide empire for 
the protection of all our great interests—for the pro- 
tection, if you please, of the interests of slavery. | 
do not deny that: I admit it, For the protection of 


government is for that, and Iz 





F 


| pro’ nation sg one class 0 | i 
issolye the union, _ ihaths 
so help me God! Is that the creed of either of the 
gentlemen before me fro: Alabama, (Mr. Howson 
and Mr. Payne?) I trow not. Shep mag think it is 
for the purpose of the slave trade, African or Ameri- 
can; but I say. it is for the protection af slerens the 
states where slavery exists... Yes: I admit that the 
am, willing, to the ex 
tent. of the constitution, to carry that, protection; into 
execution. 
go for the protection of the slave trade, or ford 
riving the poop of the habeas corpus, or of the trial 
jury, or of the freedom, of the press. I aim not 
for that; perhaps the gentleman from Kentucky is.— 
That is a difference of opinion. It isa fair subject 
for discussion in this house, for mutual compromise, 
for friendly consultation, and mutual accommodation 
after proper discussion had. He oa 
Now LI will merely take the platform laid down to 
us by the-honorable secretary of the navy of his pur- 
poses, wishes, and opinions, as expressed in private 
and in public, and claim the benefit of them for these 
petitioners. I will take his ground, and say that these 
petitioners are entitled to do the same. . [believe the 
grounds are mistaken by them and by him. I have 
no faith in the doctrine. I hold that the secretary is 
more responsible to his country for the avowals he 
has made in that letter, than these petitioners» are 
for the language used in their petition: I claim for 
them the benefit of these opinions, as I do of the 
pamphlet quoted to us here by the gentleman from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Rhett.) I insist, I demand that 
this house shall not assume to be the accusers and 
the judges of my constituents as well as of myself.— 
They have no authority over them, They have no 
right to charge them, for the exercise of their fran- 
chises as freemen, with bigh treason.and subornation 
of perjury. Me the house has in its power, but not 
my constituents; and I say it is insolent presumption 
in any portion of this house to arrogate to itself. this 
supervision over the constituent body. Isay further, 
that, if this charge is to be referred to a select com- 
mittee, I demand that these petitioners shall be heard 
before that committee; or, if itis to be sent toa court 
of justice, that they shall be heard before that court, 
by themselves or their counsel, and with all the bene- 
fit of witnesses and of the attendance of all who be- 
fore this house charge me with any offence in having 
presented their petition. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky contends that no charge of treason or of subor- 
nation of perjury is made against me, because, in his 
resolutions, he directs that charge against them; but I 
say that he has no right to bring such a charge 
against me before they shall have first been proved 
guilty before the courts of the country. 


At this point Mr. Adams gave way for a motion by 
Mr. Botts to adjourn; which motion prevailing, the 
house thereupon adjourned. 

This debate was not further carried on; the house 
having, at the next day’s sitting, disposed of the 
question by laying the whole subject on the table. 
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SENATE. 
Fesrvuary 16. The president laid before the hody 


printed, &e. 


The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Buchanan; from citizens of Warren county, 
Pennsylvania, in relation to the treaty with the Sene- 
ca Indians. 

Also, two memorials from citizens of Pittsburg and 
its vicinity, asking congress to revise the tariff laws 
and grant protection to home industry. ' 

Also, from the manufacturers of window and flint 
glass, asking additional duties on that manufacture. 

Also, from citizens of Columbia county, against 
the admission of any new slave state into the union, 
and against the annexation of Texas. Motion to re- 
ceive laid on the table. 


Mr. Walker submitted a resolution calling ‘on the 
executive for information as to what proceedings, if 
any, had been had in the case of the Creole since the 
transmission of his last communication to this body. 


Mr, Benton submitted a resolution instructing the 





judiciary to bring ina bill to amend the bankrupt 
Jaw in certain particulars. 


r the yard, &c. was 





ex- 
But I will not, under color of dog hi, 
de- 


a communication from the department of state in re-. 
lation to the sixth census, distribution of the copies, 


Mr. Barrow’s resolution hitherto submitted for jp. 
tion on navy yard expenditures, Pensacola nayy 
tah up an ata 
|. Mr. Woodbury’s resolution for. intor mation ON ex. 
ne on public buildings in the city of. ashing. 
owas taken up, amended and adopted. 

Mr. M submitted a resolution for. detaileg 

information of expenditures on treasury building anq 
---"Ehe following resolution, submitted by Mr. Walke 
‘on the 4th instant, was takenup: 
- Resolved, That the president of the United States he 
requested, if not incompatible with the public interes;, t 
communicate to the setiate all papers addressed to the 
president of the United States or department of state from 
ci of the United States haying cluims-upon Mexico 
ie it to the terms of the convention 
States 





tween the I). 
s and Mexico, prior or subsequent to the execution 
of the Same, stating objections to its exeeution, and the 
answers thereto; det: copies of the minutes of the board 
appointed under said convention up to the period when 
they proceeded to aot on individual eases; also, copies of 
any notification from the state department, or, from any 
Lother quarter, of the time and _ place of. first meeting of 


‘| said board; alco, copies of any communications which | 


may have been addressed to the members of the board 
appointed by the United States, or any or, either of them, 
touching the organization of the beard or its mode of 
proceeding; alsn, copies of the commissions of all the 
members of sid board, and of the ‘instructions, if any, 
from either government to the said ‘board or its mom. 
bers; also, any communicatiors frem the late American 
consul at Santa Fe to the depariment of state touching 
any violation of the rights of American citizens, 

Mr. Wright offered the following amendment: 
be: communicated to the senate a tabular:statement of the 
names of the claimants whose cases have been present. 
ed.tothe Mexican commission, and acted upon by the 
same; the nature of the claims; the amount of indemri- 
ty claimed in each case, principal and interest, if any; the 
amount reported and allowed by the board 0f commis. 
sioners, and the date and amount of the award, designat. 
ing the interest, principal and total, and showing, in cases 
where the award has been made by the umpire, the 
amount allowed by the American or Mexican commis 
sioners and by the said umpire.” seria 

Mr. Wright thought there could be no objection to 
his amendment. He had no doubt about the proprie- 
ty of the call, but did doubt the .propricty of offering 
it at this time. Reasons were given why it.would be 
more wise to defer the resolution until the 20th inst. 
when the commission. would expire. 


Mr. Clay said the resolution called fora great vo- 
lume of papers. From what he had heard, he believ- 
ed there was good ground of complaint in regard to 
some of the claims. But what, he would:ask; would 
be gained from the adoption of the resolution? The 
executive, it seemed to him, was the proper authori- 
ty to remedy the defect growing out of a neglect of 
{elaims. The power to negotiate and treat was left 
with him, and the senate should act after, and not be- 
fore. The result would be; he thoucht, if ‘persisted 
in, rather to embarrass than to diminish difficulties. 
The same was true in regard to the Creole case.— 
Difficulties were multiplied by the action. 


Mr. Calhoun said he concurred with the senator 
from Kentucky generally in regard to what was said 
respecting our foreign relations, The executive 
should be applied to first. But in-regard to the 
Creole case there seemed to be an exception. We 
had partial information on this subject, and it was 
desirable that we should ‘haye fuller information.— 
Mr. C. made some reference to the British parlia- 
ment, as affording a precseant for the kind of infor- 
mation to be obtained in reference to the Creole. 


Mr. Clay said, in regard to the practice of the Bri- 
tish parliament, no information was given pending a 
negotiation. In regard to the northeastern boundary, 
the publication of information had threatened the 
worst consequences, and two of his colleagues had 
feared a rupture in consequence. It was a matter of 
grave complaint in England and here, that commu- 
nications had been published pending negotiations. 


Mr. Rives said, that while there had been too much 
latitude in regard to the publication of information 
here pending negotiations, there had been too much 
strictness in the governments of Europe. He believ- 
ed that there was a disposition abroad to. relax in this 
matter, and to conform more to the American usage- 
Nothing, he believed, had yet been published in re- 
gard to the case of the Creole at all calculated to af- 
fect the interests of the parties. interested. Jn re- 
ference, to the case now under consideration, he 
thought. it should be, referred to the. committee on 
foreign relations, who had the,.subject. under their 
consideration. He thought with the senator from 
New York, (Mr. Wright), that the subject might as 
; well. be passed over until the commission, closed, 25 
that commission was now under,a full sail of busi- 
ness.. If the resolution was to be considered at this 
time, he. would ask for the adoption of an amendment, 





“And that the president also be requested to cause to | 
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Mr. By rose merely to put the senator right as to | shackled, and which do not extend to our trade with | and hence this appeal for aid to the genera] goven 
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the opivions of Gen. Jackson, and not at this time to | any other countries: that no drawback is allowed’on | ment. A 
express any of his own. the exportation to Canada, New Brunswick, or Nova| The petition was then referred to the committee sys 
r. Clay. 1 can establish, beyond all doubt, that | Scotia, of is imported into the United States, and | on public lands. ben 
Gen. Jackson was opposed to the compromise act. | on which duty has been paid: that since the alteration} Mr. Tallmadge, from the select committee to whom P 
Mr, Buchanan. I have just been engaged in prov- | of the tariff in 1833, by which many articles were ad- | was referred the euchepes a nm, reported a bill, ac- cons 
ing that he was opposed to this act. He was in favor | mitted free into the United States, there has bee companied by a report, which having been read ang ment 
of dincriminsting ities for the purpose of counter- geet inerease in the export of such to Canada, chief- | made the special order of the day for this day two Th 
acting the regulations of foreign nations, and to se- by way of the New York canals Age he lakes, | weeks, ta wa 
cure a supply of those articles of manufacture essen- | t ous, J is bas .agna ceased, of all articles hereto-| | Mr. Buchanan asked, would it be deemed imprope; | wi 
tial to the national independence and safety in time | fore free, on which a duty was. jenpebed at ie lant to inquire of the chairman of the committee if the M: 
of war; and he was therefore decidedly ippeced to | session of congress: that it 1s the belie f of the memo- report met the unanimous approbation of the com. with 
the principle of the co: ise act establishing the |rialists that, provided the right of drawback were | mittee? _ thet 
same rate of duty upon the paotected and Mg ble hey extended to Such exportation, Canada would draw Mr. Walker said, as he was one of the committee, man. 
ed articles. .The senate then adjourned to Monday. |from the United States almost her entire sqj Ply of | he felt himself called a to respond. There were of N 
Fesrvary 2. The president of the senate pre- West India productions, and of European ceeds ler | portions of the bill report which he opposed in two 
pitied 4 tet ea Mg fr o the war department, |than British, as they would in this way reach them | committee, and which could not meet his.approba- siden 
containing the proceedings of the court martial held at a lower cost than that at which they could be im-| tion. It was unnecessary to go at large into his ob- T 
in the case of doctor Maxwell. ported through brie and thus give to the mer-| jections to those portions... He would, however, men. don 
A message was received from the president of the chants and shipping of the United States, and the | tion the two principal; one was that which authorises § mor 
U. States, transmitting a report from the secretary of | New York canals and rail roads, the benefit of this | the reception of bank paper in payment of dues to the com 
state, in reply to the resolution of the senate adopt- increased trade. ce vernment; and the other is the employment of state tion 
ed on the 18th instant, at the instance of Mr. Walker, Mr. H. remarked, that if none but persons of the | banks as depositories of the government funds. This M 
calling for information in relation to the action taken character of the memorialists were to engage in the | seemed to him a vital question. Jn 1834, when it M 
by this government in the Creole case. [For letter trade to and from the colonies, no danger would be | was proposed to employ state banks as depositories bill 
from secretary of state fo the minister at London, incurred by granting the privilege ask , for; hut the | of the government, he opposed it. When. the propo- ve 
see p. 403;] which having been read, business would be open to all who might choose to | sition was renewed in 1836, he voted with a very : oT 
Me. Walker said that ‘the letter of the secretary | &9g2ge in it, and to extend the system in opposition | small minority of his friends against the. state bank that 
of state which had just been read was not only | 0 the settled policy of the government, so as to al-| system. A reference to the files of the Globe of that a 
written with extraordinary ability and force of argu- low a drawback on goods re-exported to and from] day would show that he not only yoted against that a 
ment, but it was marked by the force of truth, and the British colonies, by séa, inland navigation, and | system in 1836, but predicted, at the time, thatthe © " 
sustained all the principles involved clearly, forcibly, rail roads, as asked for, would open, it is to be feared, | currency would become enormously inflated, and a ollie 
and fully. He considered, also, that it sustained in | @ wide door for smugglers to enter, and lead to viola-| speedy explosion would take place. Whemagain,at | che 
fact the principles of ‘the resolutions heretofore | tions of the laws alike prejudicial to the public cha-| the Jast session, it was proposed asa temporary mea- "77 1 
adopted on the motion of the senator from South racter, morals and revenue, by those who have nei-| sure by a valued political friend, and voted for by _ Ada 
Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) referring to the cases of the ther principle nor patriotism to restvain their cupidity | nearly every member of the democratic party, he 79 Me 
Comet, Enterprise, and Encomium. He hoped that and avarice. ‘I have deemed it proper to make these | voted against it. If, then, he was compelled to go cisi 
lord Aberdeen, in the consideration of this question, | SUggestions, that it may be understood that there are | against his political friends in '34, 86 and 741, itcer- tee 
would be found more-reasonable than Jord Palmer- | great, perhaps insuperable, difficulties, in my judg-| tainly could not be expected now that he would yield 
ston had been, whose opinions were not only untena- ment, in acceding to the wishes of the memorialists. | up his opinions, and go for those features of the bil) ; oil 
ble, but at variance with every principle in the law Their petition will receive all the attention which its| which contained the obnoxious principles, of the | Ing 
of nations, and which he trusted would be abandon- | !mportance demands from the committee on com-| state bank system. ‘There were other features of the the 
ed by the present minister, who, with his party, hav-| Merce, to which I move that it be referred, together} bill and report which he thought objectionable, and ae 
ing come into power by a majority altogether unpre- with the letter to me which accompanied it. which, in his mind, required amendment, He pre- ; 
cedented, as he believed, must feel strong enough to Mr. Buchanan presented several memorials, each | ferred particularizing them when the measure itself lie 
adopt principies founded ona basis of enlarged and numerously and respectably signed, from the coun-| came up. : ed 
enlightened policy, It was his wish and solicitude | ties of Huntington, Chester, Northampton, Lebanon, | ,-Mr. Young, another member of the committee, ye 
that a treaty or convention might be formed between Lycoming, and others, stating that the iron business} said I deem it due to myself, to say at this time that the 
the two countries upon just and equitable principles, | C29not exist under the present tariff. there are provisions in the bill, and certain portions é 
and which would terminate the questions at issue be- Also, from citizens of Pittsburg, attributing’ much | of the report, to the support of which I do. not cousi- e 
t tween the two governments, and which, if not ter- of the evils of the present embarrassments to the com-| der myself commiited, When this bill and the re- bey 
q minated in this way, wouid result in a war between | promise act. port shall come up for consideration, I shal] feel my- om 
7 the two countries. Mr. B. also presented 22 petitions from citizens of | self at liberty to examine both, in such manner as | > 
Mr. Walker then moved that the communication | the city and county’ of Philadelphia, in relation to} may think proper under the circumstances, and in the dif 
ai be referred to the committee on foreign relations, |$!avery in the District of Columbia. end to yote and act as my judgment may dictate. ee * 
¢ and be printed. Also, five others from different parts of the same| Mr. Preston moved the printing of three:thousand (7 the 
: Mr. Calhown said he rose to second the motion | State, asking the prohibition of involuntary servi- additional copies of the report and bill; which wa 7 , 
submitted by the senator from Mississippi. The let-| tude. _ agreed to. | Pe cy 
ter which bad been read was drawa up with great Motion to receive Jaid on the table, On motion of Mr. Mangum, the senate proceeded o 
#t ability, and covered the ground which had been as-| Mr. Young presented a petition from a number of | to the consideration of executive business; and, afler " 
sumed on this subject byall parties in the senate. | the citizens of Warren, Knox and Fulton” counties, |80me considerable time spent therein, adjourned. n 
: He hoped that it would have a beneficial effect, not | in the state of Minois, praying for a grant of Jand to|  Fesruary 22. Mr. Archer was sure that it must 7 to 
only upon the United States, but. Great Britain. | aid that state in the completion of the Iinoisand| have escaped the attention of the senate yesterday in 
Coming from the quarter it did, this document would | Michigan canal, equal to the grants héretofore made | that to-day was the birthday of the father of his . 
do more good than in coming from any other quarter. | to the state of Ohio for the purposes of internal im-| country, as no motion had been made for.an adjourn § Pe 
He rose, however, not todiscuss the question, but to | provements, ment over. Two days there were in the calender | pé 
second the motion to print the document, and the| Mr. Young said, these petitioners after speaking | Which were consecrated to jubilee in the hearts of all 
: approval of it, which had been expressed by the se-| of the wild and improvident scheme of internal im-| Of us, of every party—the day which announced the lo 
‘ nator from Mississippi. provements, which has well nigh prostrated the | birth of our liberty, and that which gave birth to the | fo 
f Mr, Calhoun submitted a motion to print 1,000 ex-| prospects of our beautiful state, by ‘retarding emi-}™man who, under Providence, had been the chief in- * 
! tra copies, gration and imposing upon the people ‘a debt, op- | Strument in achieving it. 
A The question was first put.on the printing of the | pressive in its amount, with 4 loss of credit corres-| The reading of the journal being dispensed with, of 
communication, which was agreed to. Poe with the depreciationfof our stocks, and, Mr. A. moved that the senate now adjourn. 
The question then came up on printing the thou-|I must again ‘repeat, to their credit, “we never-| And the senate adjourned accordingly. is 
sand additional copies. oe theless feel ourselves bound as a state to redeemour| Fersruary, Fes. 23. The debate on the proposed 
i Mr. Clay hoped the resolution requiring the refe- pledges.” Sir, (said Mr. Y.) this is a noble senti-| amendment for restricting the veto was eontinued ir 
8 rence of a proposition of that kind tothe committee | ment, and worthy of those hardy sons of the west from | by Mr. Woodbury, who delivered his sentiments a . 
i : on printing would be complied with. He saw no| whom it emanates. And now, Mr.’ President, (said large upon the subject. « 
| necessity for printing a thousand additional copies. | Mr. Y.) whut do these people ask? Simply’ to do for The motion of Mr. Allen for a call upon the exe- P 
i It was consequently referred to the committee on | Illinois what we have done for her sister state Ohio, | cutive for any further corresponcence that may have I 
: printing. Some years ago, sir, afier the state of Ohio had ex-} taken place concerning the destruction of the steame! ti 
pte Mr. Walker then renewed his motion to refer the | pended considerable sums towards the construction | Careline, was, after some brief discussion, ordered 
7 communication to the committee on foreign rela-|of her internal improvements, she asked for and ob-| to lie on the table. c 
‘ f tions; which was agreed to. tained an additional quantity of 500,000 acres, to aid And then the senate adjourned. i 
¥ _ Mr. Huntington presented a memorial, numerously | in the completion of these improvements, or to be oe 
An signed by merchants of the city of New York, asking | applied in the payment of the debt and interest al- HOUSE OF REPRES 
7 that such alteration, as to congress may seem fit, may | ready incurred in the “prosecution of these public; W F ENTATIVES.(' 
' i be wade in the laws in relation to drawbacks as will| works. Now, Mr. President, (said Mr. ¥.} how i seaplane ot tn ee sey, aan 
‘f lions this 1 : S tenia i peer r. ¥.} how is} moved a resolution asking ithe use of the ball on the , 
ii allow this right to be extended to all shipments, whe- | this with Illinois?’ When’ we commenced the creat ing of tl : § 
t a ther by sea or inland navigation, to the British North | work of constructi ‘anal a Cvoning of the 25th inst. for the congressional ten- : 
7 , nstructing a canal to’ connect the waters | perance society. Adopted ‘ 
; American colonies, as also on the re-exportation from | of Lake Michigan with those of Illinois. river, th M / , ate ; 
i the United States of all dutiable goods imported from | estimate of the entire cost by the first board of Aan b whith th rine wht Anda sor pat ee ) 
a these colones. missioners was less than one million of dollars. We nm the eet | f ‘th > Di seiot al Colemtioera Sed 7 
} The signatures, seid Mr. H. are those of the most} then received a grant of land from the United Stat inks Of the Districtof Columbia,.and move 
; influential and extensive houses in New York, and|of something less than 300,000 acres, Now. it. was + sae~ <* <gh ccmmenra: 
} some of them personally known to me. The memo-| ascertained that the cost. when com leted a ould pWilliams moved to lay the whole dubject on 
rialists Te that the trade between the United | exceed eight millions of dollars Alani h “th ee : 
. i States and the British North American colonies is on | state of Illinois expended more than our ‘ii sho ba gent and gaze were called, and, were ayes 9) 
in a very limited scale, compared with what it might be | of dollars upon this work. Her resources aa ons | noes BS. So it was laid on the table. q : 
i were it not for the restrictions with which it is } are.ex-} Mr. Fessenden, from the naval committee, preses'- : 








hausted, the energies of her citizens are, paralyzed, ' ed a bill which was twice read, and ordered to be 
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inted, and referred to a commitice of the whole, | absence or waiting orders, three thousand five hun-| Resolved, That the secretaty Of the trensury be re- 
or the augmentation of the marine corps and other dred dollars, quired to communieate to this house a sintement show. 
The rear admiral, at all times when on service, |!!¥ the number of slaves shipped from the District of Co- 


urposes. 
. Me. Bieerett asked for a suspension of the rules to 
consi@er the resolution, for acting upon the apportion- 
ment bill. The house refused. 6% 7 

The orders of the day wéfe called for, and. this 
was. the report of the committee upon the expendi- 

Mr. Summers—the previous question having been 
withdrawn by Mr. Cushing——went into a defence of 
the report of the committee of which he was chair- 
man. The motion pending was that of Mr. Gordon 
of N. ¥. to amend the report by placing back the 
two clerks whose employment the committee con- 
sidered unnecessary. 

The subject was further discussed by Messrs. Gor- 
don, and Morgan, and when Mr. M. concluded, the 
morning hour having expired, the house went into 
committee of the whole upon the general appropria- 
tion bill. ; 

Mr. Briggs, of Mass. was called to the chair, 

Mr. Wood was about to go into the merits of the 
bill, and moved, to enable him so to do, that the 
enacting clause be stricken out. 

The chair said that the motion was not in order; 
that the bill must be read first, clause by clause, and 
amendments might be offered to each item, and de- 
bate must be confined to these amendments, 

Mr. Wood appealed from this decision, and debate 
ensued in favor of and against the decision of the 
chair. 

The chair was supported by Messrs. Fillmore, 
Adams, Hopkins and Underwood, and opposed by 
Messrs. Clifford, Atherton, Proffit and Pope, and its de- 
cision sustained by a vote of 78 t. 52. The commit- 
tee then rose and the house adjourned. 


Tuorspay, Fes. 17. The orders of the day hav- 
ing been called for, the house took up the report of 
the committee with the bill providing for its contin- 
gent eXpenses. 

Mr. Bowne said if he did not believe that the pub- 
lic interest would suffer by the retrenchment propos- 
ed with regard to clerks, messengers and pages, he 
would cheerfully co operate with the committee in 
their report. 

The clerk of the house did not see how the services 
of any of the clerks could be dispensed with; and it 
was his sincere conviction that the interests of the 
country would suffer by their dismissal. 

Mr. M. Brown, of Tenn. observed that the great 
difficulty with some gentleman was to know where 
to begin in matters of economy. Mr. B. advocated 
the repor., until the morning hour was over. 

Mr. Cushing, from the select committee on curren- 
cy asked leave to present a report and having moved 
to be allowed to read it himself from his seat, leave 
Was granted. 

Mr. Cushing having closed, the reading of the mi- 
nority report of Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, was called 
for. The clerk of the house read the report accord- 
ingly. It presented in detail objections to the pro- 
posed board of exchequer, and having been read in 
part, the house adjourned. 


Frimay, Fes. 18. The speaker announced the fol- 
lowing gentlemen as members of the committee on 
foreign affairs, in place of Messrs. Holmes, Chapman 
and M. 4. Cooper, heretofore resigned: 


Mr. Caruthers, of Tennessee; Mr. 2. H. H. Stuart, 
of Virginia; Mr. Meriwether, of Georgia. 

So the committee, under this its third organization, 
is composed of the following members: 

Mr. J. Q. Adams, of Massachusetts; Mr. Caleb Cush- 
ing, of Massachusetts; Mr. Horace Everett, of Ver- 
mont; Mr. Francis Granger, of New York; Mr. Ed- 
ward D. White, of Louisiana; Mr. Mugustine H. Shep- 
perd, of North Carolina; Mr. Caruthers, of Tennessee; 
Mr. A. H. H. Stuart, of Virginia; aud Mr. Meriwe- 
ther, of Georgia. 


Mr. J.C. Clark, on leave given, reported from the 
committee on naval affairs, a bill establishing ranks 
in the navy of the United States, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United, States of America in congress assembled, 
That there be established in the navy of the United 
States the ranks of admiral, vice admiral and rear 
admiral: Previded, That there shall not be appointed 
more than two officers of the first rank, three of the 
second rank, and three of the third rank. 

Sec. 2: And be it further enacted, That the annual 

ay of the officers to be appointed by the president, 
y and with the advice | consent of the senate, to 
fill said ranks shall be as follows: 


The admiral, at all times when on service, five 


four thousand two hundred and fifty dollars; when on 
leave of absence or waiting orders, three thousand 
five hundred dollars. 


passage of this act, no pay shall be allowed to the 
senior captain as such; but that all the captains in the 
navy, (except captains who may command 
rons), shall receive the same 
the act of March 3, 1835, an 
captains shall receive the pay allowed by said act. 


mirals shall rank and command in the order named 
in the first section of this act, and shall be appointed 
from the next inferior grade, viz: from the captains 
of the navy of the United States. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That after the 


squad- 
a as established by 
that such squadron 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That said ad- 


The bill and its accompanying report were refer- 
red to the committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, and ordered to be printed. 

The house passed over the unfinished business of 
the morning hour, (the retrenchment report), and re- 
solved itself into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, and resumed the consideration of 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. Some 
little progress was made therein, and the committee 
rose in the midst of an unfinished debate, on motion 
of Mr. Grakam, of North Carolina, to amend the bill 
by providing that hereafter no stationery shal! be al- 
lowed, at the public expense, to members of con- 
gress, shortly after which, the house adjourned. 


Sarurpay, Fes. 19. The speaker presented the 
following letter from the secretary of the navy. 
Navy department, February 17, 1842. 

Sir: I have the honor to state, in reply to the re- 
solution of the house of representatives of the 14th 
instant, that the cost of the steamships Mississippi 
and Missouri, as ascertained on the 3lst December, 
1841, is as follows, viz: 








Mississippi—for labor, $129,344 27 
materials, 175,020 90 
engines, 167,583 84 
boilers, 81,901 31 
$519,032 57 
Missouri-—for labor, $138,387 10 
materials, 172,445 39 
engines, 132,667 05 
boilers, 75,532 93 
$553,850 32 


Other expenditures have been since made, pre- 
sumed to be comparatively small, but the accounts 
have not yet been returned to the department. 
I am, with great respect, sir, your obedientservant, 
A. P. UPSHER. 

The house resumed the consideration of the re- 
ort on retrenchment, and after some remarks from 
Mr. Matthiot, in favor of reform, the morning hour 
expired; and the house considered the merits of pri- 
vate bills, aud then adjourned. 


Monpay, Fes. 21. The speaker announced the 
following members as the select committee, hereto- 
fore ordered, on motion of Mr. Mallory, to be ap- 
inted on certain executive communications relat- 
ing to the coast survey: 
Messrs. Mallory, Wise, Cushing, Aycrigg and Holmes. 
Mr. Allen, of Maine, on leave given, offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted: 
Resolved, That the president of tee United States be 
requesied 10 communicate to this house, if not incom- 
patible with the public interest, the state of the negotia- 
tion between the United States and the government of 
Great Britain in relation to the northeastern boundary 


or letters, that may 


ponds of departmenis to the custom house officer or of- 
icers. 


iumbia, in each year, since the Ist day of January, 1808, 
to ay port or place within the United States, tv be sold 
or disposed of as slaves; distinguishing in each state- 


mentthe number of each sex thus exported, and the 
ages of such slaves, classified as provided for in the “fact 
'o provide for taking the sixth census or enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the United States.” 

Mr. Linn moved the following resolution, and, de- 


bate arising thereon, it was laid over under the rule: 


Resolved, That the hon. George R. Poindexter, one 


of the commissioners eppointed to examine into the ge- 


neral abuses of the custom house in the city of New 
York, be requested to report to this house the result of 
his investigation, together with any papers, documents 
in his possession from any of the 


On motion of Mr. Toland, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to in- 
form this house if any arrangement has been made re- 
lative to the title of Pea Patch Island, in the river Dela- 
ware, and that he communicate copies of any corres- 
pondence or agreement in relation to the same since the 
Ist of June last, and that he inform this house whether 
any further appropriation be required during the present 
session for the construction of Fort Delaware. 

On motion of Mr. Charles Brown, 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of having the na- 
vy yard at Philadelphia so enlarged and filled up as to 
be made efficient for the continund building, equipping, 
and repairing of steam vessels of war; also, the expedi- 
ency of making an appropriation for a dry dock at said 
yard. 

On motion of Mr. Mason, of Maryland, 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on the judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
relinquishing the interest of the United States in the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal, and for transferring the 
same to the state of Maryland. 

Mr. Williams, of Maryland, submitted the follow- 
ing: 
W hereas the Susquehanna Tide Water canal, which 
‘erminates at Havre de Grace, at the head of the Chesa- 
peake bay, is the great outlet to the Pennsylvania works 
of internal improvement, and for vast quantities of pro- 
duce of Pennsylvania and New York, which are trans- 
ported by means of those works to tide water at Havre 
de Grace, for deposite or transhipment: therefore 
Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be in- 
structed to inquire and report as to the expediency of au- 
thorising snitable provision to be mode for the defence of 
Havre de Grace against a eudden assault by a foreign 
enemy. 

And the house adjourned. 


Tuespay, Fes. 22. Mr. Kennedy, of Maryland, on 
leave given, presented the memorial of officers of the 
volunteer militia of the city of Baltimore, praying the 
aid of congress for the procurement of camp equi 

for the mihtary encampment to be held in the neigh- 
borhood of the city of Baltimore in May next. The 
memorial was referred to the committee on the mi-~ 
litia. 

Mr. Fessenden reported a bill to determine the rank 
of professors of mathematics in the United States 
naval service; which was read twice, referred to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The speaker announced the order of business; when— 
Mr. Saltonstall said he rose for the purpose of mak- 
ing a motion which he felt parenetied. would receive 
the heartfelt assent of every member of the house. 
This (said Mr. 8S.) is the twenty-second day of Fe- 
bruary—the glorious anniversary of the birth of 
Wasuinetron. There are two days which should be 





of the state of Maine; and, also, all correspondence on 
that subject between the two governments not hitherto 
communicated. 

Mr. ays 827 offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 
Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary take 
into consideration tke act establishing a unifurm system 
of bankruptcy, passed at the last session, and report to 
the house such amendments and alterations thereto as 
to them may Seem necessary or proper. | 
Mr. Washington offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 
Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the bankrupt law as to give the circuit courts of the U. 
States concurrent jurisdiction with district courts of the 
United States in all cases arising under the said law. 

Mr. Kennedy, of Maryland, a member of the select 
committee on the subject of the currency, &c. sub- 
mitted a counter report, which was referred anf or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Randall, 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
struc'ed to inquire into the expediency of excluding from 





thousand dollars; when on leave of absence or wait- 


ing orders, four thousand dollars. 


he vice admiral, at all times when on service, 


where Ainerican vessels are not pe mitted to enter. 





four thousand five hundred dollars; when on leave. of 


our ports vessele coming from British ports or places 


Mr. Slade moved the following resolution, which 
was read, and, debate arising thereon, it was laid 


ever regarded as great national festivals—the birth- 
day of the nation, and the birth-day of him, to whom, 
more than to any other man, this nation is indebted 
for the security of its independence, and the enjoy- 
ment of its liberty. "These should be set apart as sa- 
cred days, and this day cannot be better spent than in 
reflecting on the life, services, and virtues of Wasu- 
incTOoN. Let us so devote it, and we shall return to 
this hall to-morrow better prepared for the discharge 
of our high duties. He therefore moved—and it was 
the first time he had made such a motion—that the 
house do now adjourn. 

And thereupon the house adjourned. 


Wenpnespay, Fes. 23. Mr. Barnard presented an 
amendment, of which he had given notice, to the 
bill reported by Mr. Cushing from the currency com- 
mittee, in the form of an entirely new bill, by the 
title of ‘‘An act to authorise the issue of convertible 
exchequer bills, and further to amend _ the laws re- 
lating to the treasury department.” The report of 
the retrenchment committee, after some general bu- 
siness, was discussed during the morning hour, and 
the residue of the day was devoted, in committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, to the further 
consideration of the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill, and after considerable progress ints there- 





over under the rule: 


in, the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. 
APPORTIONMENT. The legislatures of Massachuseits 
and Oliv have been fobs the subject of adjourn- 
ing early so as tu have an extra session for the purpose of 
districting their states, 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. By and with the 
advice and consent mee senaie, James Owen, naval 
officer, Wilmington, North Carolina, vice Daniel Sher- 


wood, whose commission will expire on the 20th of the 
presentmonth, ... 


Tonnace or BuFrrato. We' subjoin below the num- 
ber of steam vnd sa 





sail vessels actually belonging to this 





port, together with their tonnage (rejecting fractions) as 
obtained by us from the collector's office: whack 
; ons. 
24 steamboats, tonnage of which 7,624 
63 schouners, en 5,043 
9 brigs, a 1,662 
2 ships, | “& 644 
Total, 14,991 


[Ruffalo Adv. 16th. 


Jupce Braprorn’s reecron. We learn from the 
Madisonian that the nomination of Thomas Bradford, 
esq. as judge of the U. States district court for the eas- 
tern district of Pennsylvania, has beer rejected by the 
senate by the following vote: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Buchanan, Calhoun, Choate, 
Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Merrick, Prentiss, Se- 
vier, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Walker, Wright, 
and Young—IT. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, 
Clay, Clayton, Evans Graham, Henderson; Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, White, 
and Woodbury—22. 


James N. BaRKeR’s NOMINATION REJECTED. It is an- 
nounced, in the Washington papers, that the nomina- 
tions of James N. Barker as comptroller of the treasury, 
(made ly president Tyler), has been rejected by the se- 
nate afiera warm debate, by a vote of 23 to 17. 


Cueroxees. Arkansas papers state that John Ross, 
the chief of the Cherokees, has issued a proclamation, 
calling upon all the sheriffs of the nation to use their ut- 
most exertions for the arrest of Alberti, who is charged 
with having lately killed a United States soldier. Itis 
generally believed: however, that Alberti has fled the na- 
tion, and gone to joiu the Texas Cherokees. 


-Consut. The president of the Uuited States has re- 
cognized Frederick Rodewald, as consul of Bremen, for 
the port of New Orleans. 


HAGERSTOWN TARIFF MEETING. ‘The county meeting, 
which assembled in the court hall, on Saturday last, for 
the establishment of a home league, was numerousiy at- 
tended. Mr. Roman madea happy refererce to the for- 
mer tariff; under which the entire national debt was paid 
off anda large surplus revenue distributed; amounting 
together to about two hundred millions dollars. He com- 
batted and refuted the oft repeated declaration that the 
tariff was paid by the consumers, from the well establish- 
ed fact, that the average prices of imported and manu- 
faciured articles were lower at that period, than they now 
are. This is readily accounted for. 

The protective tariff, of which Mr. consistent John C. 
Calhoun is the father, encouraged men to engage in 
manufactures; and consequently fewer goods were im- 
ported; although the revenue was greater than at present. 
He next presented a true picture of our presen situation. 
Instead of being one or two hundred millionsin advance, 
the federal and state governments are about two bun- 
dred millions in debt, and some states are threatening 
repudiation. Without casting the slightest reflection wpen 
the American merchants, he plainly proved that they 
were forced to act in effect as foreign agents; and that 
almost every man, woman and child were partially cloth- 
ed with foreign articles. Mr. Roman appears to have 
studied the subject for many years, and his remarks 
were superior to any thing we ever heard upon the sub- 
ject. The numerous signatures handed in as supporters 
to his home league prove that the people are becoining 
sensible of the true policy to be pursued, 

[Herald of 16th. 


Inuinois pest. The developement some. time since 
made, as to there beinggno record kept of Illinois state 
bonds so as to show the state deb', has induced sundry 
examinations by public officers, and by committees of 
citizens; the result hay proved the statement referred to, 
to have been correct. No accurate account can be 


made out. We have examined. these reports afier a 
pores investigation, and they make the amount as fol- 
ows. 

ist estimate $16,173,008 

2d do 14,943,307 

3d do 10,213,089 


The difference it will be seen is several millions of dol- 
lars, this difference only would enable the state to sus- 
tain her credit, and complete her public works, as it is, 
it is enough to ruin her credit. 

The people of ten or fifteen of the noithern counties 
of lilinois are making efforts to mpange ihe boundary ot 
that state whereby they may be attached to Wiskonsan. 
Memorials are in circulation praying congress to change 
the boundary. The Advertiser at Galena favors this 
measure. { Wheeling Gaz. 
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InptaNa Leorsr.aTuRE. The bill authorising those who 
hold $60 treasury notes, to exchange them for fives has 
become a law. In the exchange no interest will be al- 
iowed on the fifties. and the fives will ‘only be given in 


exchange with an interest of quarter percent. 
The * of taxarion for this year is 20 cents. in 
$100 for state purposes. {tis calculated. that this. ¥ 
defray the civil list and absorb at least of the 
treasury notes. tap Bigtien 4 
A charter has been granted for a company, to cc te 
the White Water canal... It ge ee at the 
of this company will be valuable. ..[t is authorised to ex- | 
tinguish the interest of the state in the catial, with state 
bonds at their nominal value, Jalan Si ges aback + oh 
Provision has not been made for the completion of any 
of the public works, by private companies; and the board 
of internal improvement and the’ office ot fund commis- 
sioner have been abolished. — The ad of resumption by 
the state bank is fixed for June 15, but the resumption 
will be merely nominal... ; 
The treasury notes issued to the bank are payable in 
two years, with 5 per. cent. interest, and are receivable 
for taxes. The bank will place these notes in circulation | 
in place of her own, and then the mockery of resump- 
tion will take place.” (Louinly Journal. 


Louisiana. The law which has beea passed by the 
legislature Of the state, requires the banks to resume 
specie payments on the 30fb of September next. 


MARYLAND RESUMPTION BILL. The senate on the 23d 
by a vote of 14 to 5, passed Mr, Pratt’s bill providing for 
a resumption on the Ist of November... It has yet to res 
ceive the sanction of the house. 


MARYLAND LEGISLATURE. On the 23d Mr. Tuck pre- 
senied, the following preamble and resolutions; which 
were passed and sent to the senate. 

‘** Whereas, It is represented to this — assembly, 
that an expedition of traders from ‘Texas to Mexico, 
was captured and made prisoners at Santa Fe, and are 
now held in captivity by the government of Mexico, and 
whereas, it is further represented that John ‘T’.. Howard 
a citizen of Maryland, other citizens of other states, ac- 
companied said expedition, and it is the duty of the go- 
vernment of the United States to extend to its citzens, 
under all circumstances, such relief and protection as 
it is within its capacity to grant. . Therefore, 

“Resolved, &c. That his excellency the president of 
the United Staies be requested to use such meaas as the 
constitution of the United States and the, public law of 
nations may authorise for ameliorating the condition of 
the persons captured as aforesaid, and especially for the 
purpose of protecting and demanding such citizens of 
oe United States as may have accumpanied said expe- 

ition. 

“Resolved, That his excellency the governor be re- 
quested to cause a copy of the foregoing preamble and 
resolutions to be forwarded to the president of the U. 
States, and also to each of our senators and representa- 
tives in congress.” 





Mississirri. The United States court for the southern 
district of Mississippi, according to its adjournment in 
December last, was to have been holden in this city on 
the 4th Monday of last month. It has not yet resumed 
its sitting. The reason is understuod to be this; judge 
Gholson, who is the presiding judge in this tribunal, 
both for the northern and southern districts of Mississip- 
pi, receives for his services a salary of only two thou- 
sand dollars. This compention Mr. Gholson thinks in- 
sufficient for attending to the duties of both districts, 
and he therefore declines holding the court for this district 
any longer unless his salary be raised. 

(Mississippi True Issue. 


Nationat Repeat Convention The delegates trom 
the different states of the union to the National Jrish 
Repeal convention assembled at Philadelphia on the 22d 
instant. They elected their various officers, (John W. 
James of Massachusetts president, and many vice pre- 
sidents) adopted varions resolutions, appointed a commit- 
tee to draft an address to the people of the United States, 
and another for the same purpose to the people of Ire- 
land. A letter was read from the honorable R. M. John- 
son of Kentucky. They adjoerned on the 23d. The 
New Orleans Bee of the 14th, speaks thus: 

“The agitation of this question properly belongs to the 
people of Great Britain, and not to their descendants in 
the United States. We are continually and justly exhi 
biting our sensitiveness at the efforts made by Great Bri- 
tain to agitate in this country questions of domestic policy 
which concern us alone; but it strikes.us that if we wish 
to act consistently, we should equally discourage and re- 
press the attempt of individuals among us to interfere in 
the government and adnzinistration of Great Britain. 
When we wax indignant at the arrogant intermeddling 
of British ewissaries in the south, they will unless we are 
more scrupulous, point to our agitation of the repeal of 
the Irish union as an example of officiousness, which 
they only iraitate. 


Navau. The U.S. steamship Mississippi, bound for 
Norfolk, went to sea from the Ekiceens on the 19th at 
1 P. M.and arrived on the 20th. 

The U.S. steamship Missouri, is under orders to pro 
ceed from New York to Noifolk. The Oatario sailed 
from N. York for N. Orleans on the 21st, Wm. Bradford 
lieut. comd’t. She will touc’: at St. Jago de Cuba and 
Havana. 

Honolulu, Oct. 16. On Sunday morning the U. S. 
ship Yorktown came inside the reef and moored in the 


_}had cruise 








Monday morning salutes were exchanged with the fort. 

She goes from this place to California and Mexico thence 

to the coast of Peru and Chili. 

~ Captain Aulick of the Yorktown confirms the inte})i- 

oy py ot capt. Rosa’s discoveries, pu din 
17 of our paper. Hemet that celebrated navigator 

‘few months since at the bay af Islands, opie 983 

received the chart’sent. him, by capt. Wilkes, and 
over a space of 50 miles an extent in either 
direction, where land had been laid down by the latter 

euagiet and found nothing but clear sea. He did not 
ou but that and had been seen at several points by 
capt. Wilkes, but disagreed with him in supposing it 
part of a continent. He conjectured it to be rather 
parts of a chain of islands similar to the South Shetlands, 
andothers discovered in high southern latitudes. Upon 
referring to captain Wilkes’s official report, it will be 
seen that he’saw Jand only in certain pvints; and often 
lost sight of it for days together, so that, although right in 

e factof discovering land, he may be wrong in his 
omnions that it was part of a coutinent, and, surround- 
ed as he was by ice-bergs, partly covered with fragments 
ot rocks and earthy matter, which were frequently seen 
only in the ‘lifting of a fog, he may have been mistaken 
in the-position of. some points. However, as capt. Ross 
intends peenpcaniog his discoveries for another season in 
that region, he will doubtless be able to define its true 
limits. Capt. Ross landed on an island far.south, and 
brought from thence specimens of rocks. Affier his se- 
cond southern cruise he will visit these islands. 

[Polynesian. 

-SEcRETARY oF THE NAVy. In the National Intelligen- 
cer of February 19, appears Mr. Upshar’s reply to Mr. 
Botts. He disclaims the construction given to his. for- 
mer letter of a higher social position than Mr. Botts, and 
pronounces Mr. Harrison (one of Mr. Botts’ witnesses) 
to be his “‘inveterate enemy,” and adduces hos ae A) 
two witnesses who were present as stated by Mr. H. but 
who have no recollection of the conversation aseribed tu 
him, and another who was present, and heard only detach- 
ed portions of it and who therefore cannot confirm Mr. H’s 
statement. Mr. Upshur “prefers to submit the testimo- 
ny” of Carter M. Braxton, (Mr. Botts’ second witness) 
which is “quite too indefinite to rise to the dignity of evi- 
dence” “‘to the gentlemen of lower Virginia where we are 
both very well known.” 

Mr..U. says of the third witness on the part of Mr. 
Botts, viz: Mr. E. W. Johnston, that “he seems to have 
been the only person who ever heard. the. rumor” of his 
having gone “beyond nullification,” and “leaves” him 
“to be disposed of by the honorable men whom he has 
assailed.” As to the article under the title of “Revolu- 
uon in disguise” he leaves that to be defended by the in- 
dividual who has claimed its authorship Mr. Edmrnd 
Ruffin of Petersburg. Next follows appendix B, being 
letters from various names, his acquaintances: in’ Virgi- 
nia certifying what they knew of his opinions and gene- 
rally admitting that he wasa “‘nullifier” but never in con- 
versing with them, an advocate of unqualified disunion; 
and also appendix C, letters from distinguished South 
Carolinian nullifiers who were ignorant of his opinions ur 
of any such opinions having existed of his going beyond 
nullification, and ignorant of Mr. Johnsten’s being the 
organ of their party. 

e Intelligencer of the 24th contains a long criticism 
on this reply, from Mr. Botts, who concludes by “asking 
the judgment of the country.” 


Cuarces Scorr, Esy. the second son of Sir Walter, is 
dead—that son upon whom the whole hopes of his father 
centred for a continuation of the direct line of his house; 
for whose descendants he reared the noble baronial hall 
of Abottsford. He died at Tehera:, in Persia, attached 
to the embassy of Sir J. NeNeil. The elder son, Major 
Scott of the army, is now with his regiment in India. 

He 1s childless—and thus forever perishes those long 
cherished hopes of Sir Walter, which he indulged, tha: 
the Scotis of Abotisford were to rival any of the border 
chiefs of the olden time. Both of his daughters are.also 
dead, and his favorite grand-son Hugh ! stle-John—the 
son of Lockhart, to whom the admirable Tales of u 
Grandfather were written. How many more children the 
latter has living, or whether any, we know not. If he has 
any surviving, in their veins runs the only blood of the 
Great Wizard of the north. [Savannah Georgian. 


Tennessee. _ The following resolutions offered by Mr. 
— were adopted on the 13th Jan. in the senate: 
esolved by the general assembly of the state of Ten- 
nessee, Ist. That a prompt payment and fulfilment of all 
her debts, obligations and engagements, created in good 
Suith, is a paramount duty, which cannot be disregarded or 
set aside consistently with the honor of the citizens of the 
stute. 
. Resolved, 2dly, That copies of the foregoing resolu- 
tions be transmitted by the governor'to the president of 
the United States, the executives of the several states, 
and our representatives in congress. 

The yeas and nays were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Ash, Bradbury, Foster,, Frey, Gard- 
ner, Jennings, Ledbetter, Miller, Motley, Nelson, Pey- 
ton, Powell, Reneau, Sevier, Williams, ‘Turney—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Hardwicke, Johnson, Laughlin, Ma- 
clin, artin, Matthews, Ross, Warner, Waierhouse— 


The legislature has adjourned without electing U. S. 
senators, and Mr. Foster has published an address to the 
people of the state onthe subject. nam 

The banks in this state, in conformity with’ @ tésolu- 





nner horbor, where she will remain several weeks. ‘On’ 


END OF VOLUME SIXTY-ONE. 





tion passed by the legislature, are to resume especie pay- 
inents on the Ist January next. e: 















































































